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Tnesqday, 81st July, 1894.

Appointment of Marine Surreyor-Use by Public of
RIlway Telephones - Baniquet to General Traffic

Maae-Establishmnent of Suburban Schools-
Esaiibnetof Suburban Post Offiees-Prieudiy

Societies Bill: first roadiej-funiciinlitias DIUlz
frsrnding-Emloyers' inability Bill: first read-

ing-make~s BoksEvidence Bill: first reading-
Address-in.Reply:. adjourned (lebate - Adjourn-
ment.

THE SPEAKER took the chair at
2-30 p.m.

PRAYERS.

APPOINTMENT OF MARINE SURVEYOR.

MR. RICHARDSON, in accordance
with notice, asked the Premier whether
the Government intended endeavouring
to obtain a, Marine Surveyor, in order to
extend and perfect the surveys of North-
ern ports, including Port fledland, and
other coastal surveys.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest),
replied that it was intended to ask the
Admiralty to continue the survey of our
coast; and, if the negotiations failed, it
would be necessary to obtain the loan of
an Admiralty Surveyor, to survey the new
ports of the colony, including Port Red-
land.

USE BY PUBLIC OF RAILWAY
TELEPHONES.

MR. JA.MES, in accordance with notice,
asked the Commissioner of Railways if
there was any, and if so what, objection
to the use by the public, on payment of
a. small fee, of the railway telephones
at stations in those districts where there
was no telegraphic communication; and
if there were any such objection, whether
another wire could not be added on the
existing lines for the above purposes.

THEE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Ron. H. W. 'Venn) replied that
there was an objection to the use of rail-
way telephones by the public, as there
was no staff provided to carry the mes-
sages when received. If another wire
were provided for this purpose, it would
necessitate provision for messengers at
stations not connected with a Telephone
Exchange. Messages of a very urgent
nature were now received and forwarded.

BANQUET TO GENERAL TRAFFIC
'MANAGER.

MR. JAMES, in accordance with notice,
asked the Commissioner of Railways if
the banquet recently given to the Traffic
Manager was in contravention of any
Regulations of the Department. If not,
did the Commissioner approve of ban-
quets or testimonials being given by pub-
lic officers to their superiors during their
service.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Eon. H. W. Veau) replied
that he was not aware that the banquet
recently given was in contravention of
any Regulation, and though personally
not in favour of such banquets being

gien he knew of no rule preventing any
ofiesgiving them, if they desired to do

so.

ESTABLISHMENT OF SUBURBAN
SCHOOLS.

M. JAMES, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier whether the Govern.
went proposed to establish schools in
the suburbs of Perth; and if so, whether
provision would be made for a school
at East Perth, and one at Highgate
Hill.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest)
replied that the Government had already
taken steps to establish a Government
School at TLeederville, in the Presbyterian
Public Hall, and another at Bast Perth,
on Reserve B 42. There had been no
demand, up to the present time, for a
school at Highigate Hill; but if it were
shown that a. school was necessary there,
one would be established.

ESTABLISHMENT OF SUBURBAN POST
OFFICES.

MR. JAMES, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier whether the Gov-
ernment proposed to establish suburban
post offices; and if so, whether provision
would be wade to establish one in East
Perth.

THE PREMTIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied that suburban post and telegraph
offices would be opened to-morrow, at
West Perth and at Beaconsfield. Post
and telegraph offices would shortly be
established at North Perth and East
Perth.
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FRIENDLY SOCIETIES BILL.

Introduced by Mr. BURT, and read a
first time.

MUNICIPALITIES BILL.

Introduced by Mr. BURT, and read a
first time.

EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY BILL.

Introduced by Mr. BURT, and read
first time.

a

BANKERLS' BOOKS EVIDENCE BILL.
Introduced by Mr. BURT, and read a.

first time.

K.DDRESS-IN-REFLY: ADJOURNED
DEBATE.

Ma. RANDELL: Mr. Speaker,-Sir,
I see that exception has been taken
in certain quarters to any protracted
debate upon the Address-in-Reply; but
I think, sir, that this debate serves a
very useful purpose, and I should be
sorry to see the l)ractice discontinued,
so far as this House is concerned.
I have been informed, and credibly in-
formed, that in the other colonies it takes
a fortnight, and sometimes more, to dis-
pose of the debate upon the Address, so
that in this respect, at any rate, we are
only following the practice followed in
.other Legislatures. I think this debate
serves a very useful purpose, inasmuch as
it enables members from different parts
of the country to speak on various sub-
jects of public interest. We k-now, sir,
that considerable latitude is allowed by
you as to the subject matter of thle
speeches which are made on these occa-
sions, and these speeches are, I think,
regarded with considerable interest by
the public as indicating the trend of
public feeling in the' House. I also
think that the debate is very useful, for
the same reason, to the Ministers of the
day, in so far as it enables them to gauge
the opinions of members upon the various
subjects which are embraced in the Ad-
dress, and which indicate the general
policy of the Government. Therefore, I
think there is nO need to justify the
course which has been taken on this
occasion ; it is one that has been pursued
previously in this Ho'nse on many OCCIL-
stuns, and one which, I hope, will be

continued. I think, sir, another reason
why it is desirable that a full debate
should take place on the subjects men-
tioned in the Governor's Speech is this:
although, perhaps, we may have to travel
over the same ground again by-and-by,
when the various items are put before us
in another form, still I think this debate
tends to show that the members of this
House, at any rate, are not prepared to
assent in tote to the programme laid
before the country by the Government,
and that there are two sides to all ques-
tions. It is not my intention, sir, to say
very much this afternoon, as I think the
various points included in the Speech
have been taken up by members who
have previously spoken. Some of them
have spoken, I think, on almost all the
subjects embraced within its compass,
but it is not my intention, at this stage,
to touch upon all the questions referred
to in His Excellency's Speech. Whilst
forced to admit that the poiey which
Ministers have placed before us is a very
praiseworthy orie, as indicated in the
fifth, sixth, anud seventh paragrahs, and
whilst forced to admit also that a public
works policy is very generally approved
of throughout the colony, and expected
at the hands of any Ministry that may
be holding office; and although Ministers
may have given their caref ul consideration
to the various public works which are
enumerated in His Excellency's Speech,
yet members coming here from different
parts of the country will be able to bring
their knowledge to bear upon these
subjects, and may suggest alterations in
the Ministerial programme which ma~y
comnmend themselves to the Government.
Although the works laid down here are
very comprehensive, and extendto districts
in different parts of the colony, and are
some of them achitted-so far as we
have a, knowledge of the circumstances of
the case-to be desirable if not necessary
works, yet I think, although the Govern-
mnent may have carefully considered these
matters over, it is desirable that we
should be able to elicit from them onl
these occasions the grounds upon which
they base their policy, and the reasons
they have to give for asking the House
to assent to their programme. I think
also they should give their most careful
consideration to this fact: there are
elements at work iu the colony at the
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present moment which should induace
counsels of prudence and moderation. I
think we should take into account the
many circumstances which -at present
surround us; and which, I think, should
teach us carefulness in advancing at the
rapid speed which the Government pro-
pose we should do. I find it stated in
the Speech that the population of the
colony has increased very considerably.
On the face of it, that seems a very
desirable thing; but, of course, that is
not all we want. We may increase our
population, and at the Same time we mlay
decrease the comfort and, by overcrowd-
ing the labour market, the means of
employment of a large number of those
already in our midst; and, by excessive
competition, we may also decrease the
profits of those who have established
themselves in business and other avoca-
tions of life. I believe this is the ease
at the present time. I believe there
is a considerable number of people,
mechanics and artisans, labourers and
others, who at the present moment
are out of employment; and, I regret
to say, there is a great tendency on the
part of some of our population to find
some employment under the Government
rather than follow their own trade or
pursuit. Of course every man has a right
to take his labour where hie pleases; but
I am very sorry to see this tendency on
the part of artisans and mechanics, who
ought to be the most independent men in
the country, to secuire posts under the
Government, although their earnings are
not equal to what they would earn by
their own daily labour. As I have said,
an increase of population may be a very
desirable thing, hut, in addition to popu-
lation, we want to look around to some-
'thing else; we want to see those who are
coming to our shores finding ready means
of employment, and profitable ones. At
the present moment that cannot he said
to be the case. I think if we look
beneath the surface of things-I dare, say
Ministers are aware of these circum-
stances ais well as myself-we shall -find
that there arc elements at work which
should induce caution and prudence on
our part in regard to this continued
policy of borrowing and expending. What
I mean to say is, we should be careful to
see that the public works we embark
upon are such as are necessary for the

development of the country, and are
likely to do the colony some lasting good
and to be reproductive works. With
regard to some of the railways mentioned
in the Governor's Speech, T should like to
satisfy myself, upon fuller information,
that these projected railways will run to
permanent centres, 'where a large p~opula-
tion may lie profitably employed. In
connection with the subject of the increase
of population and with the state of trade,
I think we may profit by a perusal of the
official report recently furnished by the
Collector of Customs. There is some
very useful information containued in that
report, and something that should interest
us very much, and possibly surprise soe
of us. It is rather surprising to find that
the imports of the colony for 1893. the
year under review, were less per head
of the population than those of 1892,
and that our exports Were very much.
less. It will be seen that the value
of the exports of most of our staple pro-
ducts was very much reduced during last
year, as compared with the previous year.
I am not now referring to wool, for which
there is a reason given which is somewhat
satisfactory. I find there was a larger
amount of wool exported, but the price
set upon it was reduced to what appears
a far and reasonable value. In former
years, the price at which wool was esti-
maed at the Customs was no doubt
excessive, and gave. an inflated value to
that export; but when -we find that the
exports of such staple products as pearl-
shell, copper, and other ores, skins, san-
dalwood, and timber have all fallen very
much below what they were in 1892, I
think it furnishes a subject for our care-
ful thought and consideration. *Whether
the reasons assignied by the Collector of
Customs for this falling off are correct
or not, I do not pretend, nor am I pre-
pared, to express an opinion; but the
fact remains, ad I trust it will not
be lost sight of. On referring to the last
page of the Collector's report, we find
there enumerated a very large number of
local industries which are now being pur-
sued in the colony, some of them likely
to develop into profitable and useful ele-
ments of progress, which I think should
rec~eive support and encouragement from
the Government of the day, so far as it is
possible to do so. We find amongst them
a number of factories of one kind and
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another, which we desire to see estab-
lished in our midst; and, in this connec-
tion, I think we might take exception to
some of the items on the present tariff,
which, in my opinion, is not liberal
enough in this direction, to promote the
advancement of these local industries.
I could enumerate instances where the
duties imposed have crippled some of
these industries. Most of them are only
small industries at present, and, unless
fostered and encouraged, they wvill remain
small. I do not think the present circum-
stances of the colony justify' a large devel-
opment of these industries, but I think
that, so far as they go, they should be en-
couraged. I think it is desirable that in
the administration of the Tariff Act a
liberal construction should be placed upon
the items necessary for the development
of our local industries, if those industries
are likely to 'be-useful and of benefit to
the colony. Such, I ama sorry to say, has
not been the case in the past. I have
said that there is food for reflection
furnished to this Rouse by the report
of the Collector of Customs, and I trust
that the report will be carefully con.-
sidered. The only regret I have with
regard to it is that it doues not come
tip to the end of June this year. I have
reason to think, from the remarks of the
Collector of Customs himself, and from
my own knowledge of what is passing,
th at he will have a. very different state of
things to report at the end of 1894 from
what he had in 1893. Still, at the same
time, it is a source of regret to find that
our exports are rather decreasing than
increasing. We are told in the Speech
that there is a surplus of £88,000 in the
public chest. In connection with that
surplus and the present tariff-I do not
know whether other members have had
the same thought passing through their
minds us I have, but it was referred
to last night by the hon. member for
Albany-credit has been taken by the
Government that they have no intention
of increasing taxation, but I see no
reference made to any intention of de-
creasing it. With a surplus like £88,000
in the Treasury one would take it to
indicate that possibly there is room for
a, reduction in the duties upon some of
those items which bear upon the cost of
living in this country. I think, sir, that
one object served by the debate on the

Address- in-Reply has been to make it
fully apparent to the members of the
Ministry that it is deshrable that the
fullest information shall be afforded to
the members of this House upon the
subjects that are included in the Speech
itself. I am sorry that Ministers did
not last night agree to give some of
the reasons which had influenced them
to set before us the large undertakings
ref erred to in the Speech. It is not
my intention, to-day, to say anything
with regard to many of these works;
another opportunity will be afforded us
to deal with them. It seems to me
undesi-able at this stage of our pro-
ceedings to commit one's self entirely,
either for or against the works that arc
indicated. We may have to reconsider
the decision we have arrived at when we
are in possession of fuller information.
Several members have addressed them-
selves to the proposed line from Donny-
brook towards the Bridgetown, and also
the line to the Collie coalfield; but I
think we have very little information yet
on these lines; and to at once say that
we object to them is, I think, at all
events premature. I think we should
reserve our decision until we arc in
l)ossession of all the reasons which have
influenced the Ministry in preparing their
programme. It has been said that the
unexpected always happens.. That may
not be altogether true, but we all
know that the unexpected often happens.
Members' own experience will tell them
that what does happen seldom or ever
reaches their ideal. We must make
allowances, in all our caculations, for
contingencies, and for miscarriage of our
plans in regard to all our projects, and
especially in the carrying out of large
public works like some of those we have
now before us, such as the railways to
the goldfields, the success of which must
depend upon the prosperity of those gold-
fields. Therefore, I think that caution
and prudence should direct our counsels
under these circumstances, and that we
should not pledge all the resources of
the colony at one time, but leave some-
thing in the eveut of possible disasters,
such as droughts and other reverses,
'which may possibly overtake us, like
other countries of the world. In our
baste to increase our population, and in
our haste to get r-ich (which seems to be
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the object of the present day), we must
remember that reverses have come to the
other Australian colonies. Some of them
have reaped the reward of their baste to
become rich, and of their adoption of
schemes which were adopted without due
consideration. Let us hope that no such a
state of affairs is looming in the distance,
near or far away, in the history or the
circumstances of this colony. We have a
large territory it is true, and we have
Very large resources in it, I think, and an
enormous area of land. It is not wise
perhaps-it is not prudent at any rate-
to say too much about the quality of our
lands, or about their compactness or
otherwise, or about the inducemen ts they
hold out for intending settlers to come
here to settle upon them. This has
been referred to many times in this
House, and perhaps on Ll occasions
nearly it has produced in the minds of
others a feeling of regret that too much
stress has been laid upon the attractions
which the counitry offers. With an
enormous territory like ours, where it
is necessary to make provision for the
requirements of districts and people dis-
tant some thousands of miles from each
other, of course our expenditure must
necessarily be greater, comparatively, than
the expenditure in a colony with lesser
area and more compactness, such as
Victoria. or even New South Wales and
Queensland. Therefore, I think it be-
comes us to be very careful to husband
our resources, and not to over-reach our-
selves in our anxiety to borrow mnoney and
spend it. There is another danger in
connection with this borrowing, I think,
and that is in the administration of the
funds borrowed. I sort of feeling creeps
over the public mnind-I do not know
whether it affects Mfinisters or not-
that, having these large sums to deal
with, we need not be very careful how
they are expended. I am afraid, from all
we read and hear, and also from our own
personal observation, that large sum of
money have been really wasted during
the time that this loan policy has been in
swing I think this is one of the things
which the Government of the day- should
direct their attention to most carefully
and searchingly, and see that the admainis-
tration of these loan funds is carried on
most carefully, and that none of the money
borrowed, and for which we are so heavily

taxed, is wasted upon fruitless enterprises
or thrown away in other ways. I know
there is a prevalent feeling abroad that
in the administration of some of our
public departments at any rate there is
very considerable room for improvement;
and I think the country and members
will insist upon this improvement taking
place. It is not my intention to indicate
now where these rumnours point to; but
such is the case, and I trust that if there
has been waste of public money-as I ami
inclined to think there has-there will be
a more careful. scrutiny of the expenditure
in the future. I do not know that I have
much more to say, only this, to assure
the Government that I nmyself personally,
in the position in which I am placed, am
desirous of only exercising an honest and,
so far as I am able, an intelligent criti-
cismi of all the measures they place before
us; and that it will be the endeavour of
all members-I think I am giving ex-
pression to their feelings-to give the
Government a cordial and hearty support
in all measures which they think may
conduce to the progress and prosperity of
the colony. I think I can promise them
there wvill be no factious opposition on
this side of the House, but a diligent and
searching scrutiny into all the ireasures
which they may bring before us.

MR. SOLOMTON: Sir, after -what has
already been said, on both sides of the
House, it is not my intention to take utp
the time of the House 'by repeating the
remarks that have been made by previous
speakers. The lion. member for the
Swan gave us a great deal of statistical
information in reference to our railways
and those of the other colonies; and the
lion, member who has just sat down has
called our attention to our imports and
exports, and thrown considerable light
upon these and other important subjects.
Other members have dealt with various
measures referred to in His Excellency's
Speech, and I need not weary the House
1)y going over the same ground again.
It must be a source of congratula-
tion to the Government to find that
the mere liberal Constitutional measure
which they brought forward last ses-
sion has borne such good fruit, in the
return of so miany men into Parliament
who are identical with the progress of
the colony. The increase of population
during the past year is also a matter for
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congratulation; but I can bear ou the
remarks of the hon. member who has jusat
sat down, that many of those who have
come to our shores are to be found
walking about the streets of our settled
towns, without having any particular
object in view. In fact, a great number
of them appear to have come here more
with the view of seeking employment in
our towns than to put their energies to
the test in the way of working our gold-
fields. Our gold discoveries, no doubt,
will continue to attract a. large popula-
tion, but we must bear in mind that this
colony is not in the same position as
Victoria was at the time the goldields
were discovered in that colony, forty
years ago. The whole of Australia was
differently situated. then. At that time a
large influx of population occurred from
all parts of the world, and more especially
from England, whence vessels arrived
week after -week, with a class of l)eople
who, being unable or unwilling to go to
the goldfields, turned their attention to
the cultivation of the soil. Let us hope
that such may be the case here. His
Excellency's S peech affords us an insight
into the policy of the Government; and
the gist of that policy, its main object,
appears to be the development of the
ineral resources of the colony. To carry

out this object, they propose a further
Loan of £1,500,000. There can be no
doubt that the policy sketched. out is a
broad and vigorous one, and one which I
am sure will meet the views of the country
generally. No doubt when 'these various
schemes come before the Honse, the
Government will be prepared to give us
such statistics and other information as
will induce us to fall in with their own
views as regards the necessity and desira-
bility of these works, to a very great
extent, if not entirely. It is satisfactory
to learn that many of the works under-
taken and carried on during the past
twelve months have been completed.
Many of these works were very urgent
works, but there are still other works.
requiring the attention of the Govern-
ment-works which, if carried out as
proposed, will no doubt give satisfac-
tion to the country at large. I am pleased
to find that the Governmnt propose to
give nearly all parts of the colony a, fair
share of thec loan which they contemplate
raising. I only trust that, -when the

distribution of this loan is nder con-
sideration, the claims of the agricultural
districts, in the matter of roads, will not
be lost sight of. In my opinion good
roads will benefit our farmers and settlers
as munch, in many cases, as railway
communicatid'n, especially where they
have to travel miles and miles before
they get to a railway. The financial con-
ditiou of the colony, as disclosed in the
Governor's Speech, is no doubt sound and
satisfactory; but I should like to call
attention to one matter. According to
the comparative statemeut of revenue
and expenditure for the year ended 30th
June, 1894. the net increase of revenue
during the year, from aUl sources, was
£105,423 15s. 3d., and out of that no less
thanu £66,116 12%. is. attributable to an
increase in the Customs revenue, showing
that the bulk of our revenue is derived
through the Customs. To my mind, it is
in this respect that the people are over-
taxed. I think if this matter is thoroughly
gone into, it will be shown that many of
the departments, instead of paying their
own way, take a. great deal from the
amount derived from the Customs. When
the Colonial Treasurer's budget is placed
before us, we shall have an opportunity
of going more closely into this matter,
which I think deserves our serious atten-
tion. The Governor's Speech refers to
certain works which have been completed
and taken over during the past year, but
I see no reference to a. work which the
public are rather anxious to know some-
thing about, and that is the Yilgarn
railway. We see from the newspapers
that this line was taken over by the
Government some time ago; on the other
hand, there are reports that the line is
not yet completed, and that the Govei-n-
ment have only taken over the traffic
part. This, I think, is a matter calling
for some explanation. In conclusion, I
will only say th~t so long as the Govern-
ment briiig forward what in my opinion
will eventually lead to the prosperity of
the colony, I for one shall always be
prepared to give them my support; and
I feel sure that every member of the
House will do the same.

M-R. ILLINGWORTH:- Mr. Speaker. I
take itthat the primary objects of the debate
on the Add ress-in-Reply to the Governor's
Speech are that there may be-w a complete
reviewv, and, as far as possible, the fullest
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criticism of the actions of the Ministry
in the past, especially (luring the recess,
and of the proposals of the Ministry for
the future. In many of the kind things
that have been uttered on both sides of
the House in reference to the Ministry
personally, and also in reference to a
good portion of their policy, I agree; but
I do not look upon Parliament as a
mutual admiration society, and I certainly
do not think that on these occasions we are
called upon to wake a. kind of after-dinnecr
speech for the purpose of complimenting
the Ministry in power-at any rate, not
from this side of the House. We have
heard a very great deal for some time
past, and have heard a good deal in this
House, too, about the wonderful develop-
ment of the country nder the direction
of the present Ministry, No doubt, sir,
we have enjoyed a considerable amount of
prosperity durinug the p~ast few years ; but
all who have studied the question must be
prepared to admit that that prosperity is
wholly dependent upon, and has arisen
entirely out of, the discoveries of gold
in the colony. With those discoveries,
and the prosperity arising from them, the
Governiment have had simply nothing to
do. They did practically nothing whatever
to f urther the interests of the fields, until
those fields had attracted a large popula-
tion to the country. We have heard a
great deal about what they have done, and
what they propose to do, in reference to
those goldfields; but I ask what practi-
cally have they done ? They have put a
tax upon live stock, and so raised the
price of meat to the digger. [The
PREMIER: No.] They have put extra
duties upon tinned meats, which 'are
largely consumed by the digger. They
charge £1 for a miner's right. They are
selling hands upon which muining store-
keepers have fixed their businesses at the
highest possible rates, after these people
have made their blocks of land valuable.
These holdings, prior to the erection
of stores upon them, were available
for the squatter at £1 per thousand acres;
but the man with the midner's right has
to pay a thousandfold higher rate for the
occupation of his bit of land. These are
among the actions of the present Min-
istry; this is the kind of reception that.
the miner has re-ceived at the hands of
the Government. If he wants a homse,
he must pay a tax; if he wants chaff to

feed his horse, he must pay a tax; if he
wvants a [nicer's right he amst pay £21
for it, -although he can get it in any other
colony for 5s.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I don't think so.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: I think I am
correct. I am certain I amn correct as
regards the great mining colony of Vic-
toria, and I am told it is p~roposed to
reduce it to half-a-crown. The Ministry
there are doing a very great deal to put
people upon the mining portions of that
colony, and it Would be well if our
Minister of Lands and our Minister of
Public Works were to tak-e a lesson from
the book of Victoria on the question of
the settlement of the. land. and the settle-
ment of our goldfields. 'I have said that
one of the objects of the debate upon
the Address-in-Reply is to afford an op-
portunity of criticising the actions of the
M inistry during the recess. In my
opinion one of the things which Parlia-
menit should give its special attention to
is to watch the doings of the Ministry
during the recess. During that period
Ministers have a considerable amount of
responsibility, and a certain amount of
latitude-more. so than when Parliament
is in session to advise themn. For that
reason it is necessary that their actions
during the recess should be carefully
watched, otherwise there is danger of
their doina, thinas which are at variance
with the feeling of the country. One of
the first things I wish to cull attention to
on this occasion is the action of the
Government in giving further considera-
tion to the Midland Railway Company.
We have them here paying interest on
the Company's debentures, in direct con-
travention of the Act of 1893, which
they themselves asked this House to pass,
and conscious of the fact that this
Company has annihilated its capital.

Ti uB PREIR (Hon. Sir J. Forrest);
It is in accordance with the agreement.

MR. TTLLINGWORTH: Not in accord-
ance with the Act.

THu PREmiER (Ron. Sir 3. Forrest).
In accordance with the Act too. We
have not deviated from the Act at all, in
any way.

Ma. ThLINGWORTH: I do not like
to contradict the Premier, but, according
to my reading of the Act, the Govern-
ment acted contrary to the Act. How-
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ever, if the Prem ier says not, I must accept
his explanation, The fact remains that
the Government paid the interest, and
that the Government had no right to pay
the interest. They had no ground what-
ever, in my mind, for showing any further
consideration to this Company. What is
the position P The line is not completed;
it is far from completed, and all the Gov-
ernment have is £136,000, which is not
suifficient to equip the line, much less9 to
complete it, though the sum located w ith
the Government was not only supposed
to,.complete the line, but also to equip it.
Here is a company that has practically
annihilated its own capital, by an applica-
tion to the Court of Chancery, and now
we are expected to take over the line and
finish it, and equip it, and work it with
£186,000. I say wvork it, because that
Company wvill never work it. As I have
already said, the money in the hands of
the Government will never complete and
equip that line. Yet, in the face of all
this, the Government during the recess
took upon themselves to nullify an Act
of Parliament which provides for the
forfeiture of the line in the event of
default on the part of the Company. I
say there is nothing to warrant the con-
sideration that has been extended to this
Company by the Government. Then with
regard to the Tilgarn line. It was dis-
tinctly stated, and understood by the
country, that this line was to be completed
and opened in sections. A. question was
asked in this House, as to whether the
contractor would be allowed to run his
own material, free of charge, over the
completed sections of the line; and the
answer given by the Minister of Railways
was "No "-clearly indicating that the
intention and purpose. of the Government
at that time was to have the line oin-
pleted in sections. We now come to the
time when the Government took over the
line. 'When they did so the line was not
completed. I have it upon the authority
of experts that the line is barely safe; and I
warn the Government that their continuous
running of the line in its present condition
involves considerable risk to life and
property, and that this House will hold
them responsible for taking over the line
in that condition. The question arises:
why the Government should have taken
over the line before it was completed?
That certain contractors in this colony

can get concessions from the Government
which outside contractors cannot get, is
very well understood. Other contractors
send in their tenders expecting that the
conditions and specifications of the con-
tract will be insisted upon, and they
expect to have to do their work according
to the plans and specifications, or pay a
penalty, and they fix their price accord-
ingly; whereas certain contractors, as is
well known, can get clear of penalties by
approaching the Government in certain
ways, and can take contracts at a lower
price than the man who honestly intends
to do the work strictly according to
specification. That is well understood
by many contractors who put in tenders
for Government work in this colony.
Strange to say, this Tilgarn line was
taken over by the Government in such
an incomplete condition that no mnan, if
he had his reputation at stake, and if he
was not backed by the influence which
the Government can give him, would ever
have thought of taking over. Another
matter I want to speak about is in con-
nection with the district that L, myself,
represent. In answer to a question put
by mc last night in reference to the tele-
graph line to Cue, we had the assuvance
of the Director of Public Works that the
line would be opened in about three
weeks. Now I sin prepared to submit
that this telegraph line will not be com-
pleted in three weeks, and I question if

Iit will be completed in three months.
There are thousands of post holes to lput
in, aiid unless the contractor puts an
immense number of hands on, more than
hie 'is likely to do, there is no possible
chance of the line being finished in three
weeks. When the Government come to
this House, and, through their Minister,
assure the House that the line will be
opened in two or three weeks1 they cer-
tainly either mislead the House, or they
do what is tantamount-they are with-
out knowledge. They certainly cannot
have aL grip of their public works when
they cannot give an estimate as to the
probable completion of a particular work
of this kind nearer than this. iii con-
nection with this very line itself there
has been, to my mind, a vast amount of
waste. There is hardly a tree on the route
high enough to touch the wire,yct theGov-
erment have gone to the expense of cut-
ting over 200 miles of track a6 chain wide.
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Tan, PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Not a chain wide, I think, but 40ft.

31R. IMLING WORTH : I did Dot
measure it. The exact width, we are
told, is 4Oft.; but it mnakes no difference,
the rinie is the same, the work being
altogether unnecessary. In the name of
all things right, what sense is there, what
necessity is there, to cut a. track through
200 miles of mulga scrub for a telegraph
line when the G-overnment are going to
use iron posts, and when there is not a
tree on the whole track high enough to
touch the wire. The time expended in
clearing that track, and the money ex-
pended, would have sufficed to have
caried out a considerable amount of
useful and necessary work on the gold-
fields. Then, again, look at their policy
in c;onnectionk with wells, I have some
very striking things to mention concern-
ing these wells. I was along the road
myself, and the Premier was there, too.
There are three wells which the Govern-
ment. thoughit fit to tae away from Mr.
Townsend (a squatter), one of them being
used for the purpose of a. soda-water
facetory. The Government were pleased
to remove that factory-for what reason
I am not quite clear-and some one
removed the ropo from the well, and
what use, a well is to the public without
a rope I cannot say. The Government
are paying a good salary to a man to see
that these wells are kept in order. Why
does not that man do his work ? What
the district wants to know is, why should
the Government take up this kind of
work-why should they take wells awvay
from people who have sunk them, and
then let them become useless through
neglect if There is another well that
has been left in Pa condition scarcely fit
for use, and another which is practically
useless, no attention whatever being paid
to it. Then there is a well at the 25-mile
which was slabbed with mulga and not
afterwards hailed, the result being that
this well is absolutely useless; neither
man nor b)east ean drink the water. If
the Governmenut have no proper control
of the officers under them, I think it
is time this House should say some-
thing about it. Then go to Mount
Miagnet. The Government spent a con-
siderable sum on a well there, but the
way the well is left is a disgrace to any
mani who calls himself a workman. The

reason why I call attention to these
things is to show that the Glovernment
have no control over their officers who
spend the public money; that they have
no control over their public works; and
that the people of the colony are being
taxed, and their uioney expended waste-
fully, in consequence of this lack of
oversight on the part of the Government
over their public officers. We expect the
Government, during the recess, to give
sonic attention to these things. There is
another matter I just want to refer to.
I hope the Government will be able to
say that I am incorrect, and that the in-
formation given to me is without founda-
tion; but, I have been informed that the
Public Works Departmient have started
the South miole, in connection with the
Premantle Harbour Works. If that is so,
it seems to inc they have done so with-
ouit ?arbamniebtv'y authority. If I read
Hansard rightly, when the vote for these
harbour works was passed it was most
distinctly tunderstood that the money
voted was to be expended upon the North
mole, and it was distinctly understood
that Parliament should he consulted be-
fore the South mole was begun. Now,
I object to the Governmnent, or to the
Public Works Department, commiitting
the country and this House to important
public works during the recess, whic
have not received the sanction of Parlia-
ment. Then, I ama also informed-I hope
I have been misinformed in this case also
-that the Government have secured a
Jpiece of land at Guildford, for the pur-
pose of removing the railway workshops
there, from Fremantle. If they have
done so, they hare done so without the
authority oif Parliament, and they have
taken a step which no Government ought
to take in recess; and they have com-
mitted the country to the removal of the
workshops at Fremantle to Guildford,
Simply Of their own will and pleasure,
and without Parliament being consulted
upon the question. This is a thing
whvich I object to, and which I protest
against. It is useless for this House
to meet and discuss questions of public
interest, if the Government are to take
upon themselves, at their own free will
and pleasure, to commit the country to
a large expenditure, whilst Parliament
is in recess. Another question I want to
speak about is with reference to a railway
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to the Murchison goldlfields. A gentle-
man representing an important syndicate
made certain overtures to the Govern-
nient for the purpose of constructing a
line of railway from Xullewa to Cue.
These proposals were made bond fide,
and I am informed-in fact I have good
reasons for saying so, knowving as I do
the firm represented in London-this
syndicate was perfectly prepared to carry
out their proposal to put down a line on
the same gauge as the Government lines,
and (unlike land grant companies) asking
for no land in payment, but simply to be
allowed to lay down the line, and offering
to afterwards sell the line to the Govern-
ment at any time within a certain num-
her of years, at a price to he determined
upon the basis of the actual profit. They
'were also prepared to assimilate their
rates of carriage with the Goverrnnent
rates. This offer, however, was curtly
rejected by the Government. I say the
Government ought not to have taken
upon themselves, the responsibility of
rejecting such an important proposal
during the recess. But whether my view
of that question is correct or not, that
syndicate was at all events entitled to
be treated with more courtesy by the
Premier of the colony than a curt tele-
gram of five words refusing to entertain
their proposal. Yet that is all the con-
sideration that an influential company
offering to undertake an importantpublic
work could get from the Government-a
brief, curt telegram of five words sayinig
that "The Government decline to treat."
I -will not say anything more about these
proposals now, for I want to speak on the
subject, again. Looking at the future
intentions of the Government, as sketched
out in the Governor's Speech, we find,
practically, a policy which is absolutely
barren. As has been already said, they
floated themselves into office on a loan,
they have kept themselves afloat on
another loan, and they niow propose to
keep themselves in office by means of a
further loan of a million and a half. I
hope this House will not consent to that
proposal. Sir, the country has been
crying out for a political policy, but
the Government offer us nothing hut
a loan. The question has been asked
everywhere, upon every platform (luring
the late electoral campaign, and in the
columns of the Press, what the Govern-

meat intended to do with regard to the
stocktax. Nearly every member returned.
to this House pledged himself to support
a repeal -of that tax. Then, again, on
every public platform, candidates were
asked to pledge themselves to a reform. of
that beautiful Electoral Act passed last
session. The press of the colony ha-s also
cried out for it. All over the country
you hear the cry, " Here is an Electoral
Act which professes to give us miauhlood
suffrage, but 'which only succeeds in
putting 11,000 men on the roll, notwith-
standing an increasing population rising
to 75,000 people, and when there were
6,000 on the roll before the Act came
into operation, and before manhood
suffrage became the law of the land." In
my own district there are over 1,500 men
who ought to be on the roll, but only 842
of them could get there; not because they
were indifferent, hut because of the
vagueness and absurdity of the Act itself,
which compels every would-be elector in
every part of the colony, to go before a
justice of the peace, or some other
accredited official, to make a, declaration,
and to register his vote. In some districts
this would entail a journey of possibly
hundreds of miles-in many districts .50
or 60 miles, where jusatices are few and
far between. In my own district there is
only one justice in the whole district.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J, Forrest):
A postmaster or a sergeant of police
would do.

Ma. ILLINGWGETH: These are not
to be found everywhere. You have not
a postmaster at Nan-nine, you have not a
postmaster at Cue ; you have not sergeants
of police stationed at every centre in the
country. 'What is the use of the Govern-
ment trying to dispute it P The faet
remains that people cannot get on the
roll. I say there has been an outcry
everywhere, all over the country, for a
reform of this Electoral Act, and, so far
as my own district is concerned, there is
a strong feeling that a miner's right, six
months old, should give the holder of it
the right to vote, and not only the right
to vote but an opportunity to vote. As
the Act now stands, if an elector happens
to move his residence from one side of the
street to the other, he is liable to be dis-
franchised. The whole thing is absurd.

THFE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest);
It is the same in Queensland at any rate.
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]SI. ILLTNGWORTH: It is not so in
Victoria, it is uot so in New South Waits,
it is not so in South Australia, nor in
Tasmania, nor New Zealand; and, why
the Government should have picked out
Queensland as their guide in this par-
ticular matter I don't know. They picked
out an Act which practically takes away
with the right hand what the Government
pretend to give with the left. Then there
is no proposal made to amend the Mining
Act. Everywhere it is admitted that the
future of the colony rests upon its gold-
fields. I do not think there is anyone in
this House who will dispute the fact that
the future of Western Australia is solely
dependent Upon the prosperity of its
goldfields. If the colony's prosperity is
not to come from the goldfields, it is
more than I can say where it is to come
from. Yet here we, have a Mining Act-
possibly we may be told by the Premier
again that it is the Queensland Act-
which has been found to be most unwork-
able, and the Government must know
that there is an outcry in all directions
about it; yet there is no proposal to
amnendit. Possibly they may have some-
thing in view, but at present we have no
indication of any intention on their part
to amend it. Another very important
and serious question to which no refer-
ence is made is the question of mining on
lprivate prolperty. If the discoveries of
gold in the Yilgarn district should be
found to extend to the adjacent lands of
the Hampton Plains Syndicate, and should
there be such a thing as an alluvial rush
there, I can tell the Government, from
my past experience in Victoria, it will
not be a question of private property, but
a question of human life. If hindrances
are put in the way of the miners, the diffi-
culties will be of a very serious character
indeed; and the sooner the Goverment
take in hand the introduction of a Mining
on Private Property Bill the better it will
be for themselves and for the country
as a whole. Then, again, there has been an
outcry from the mining districts for a
Minister of Mines; but we hear nothing
of any intention On the part of the Gov-
ernment to pay any heed to this outcry.
There has also been an outcry in a good
many of the electorates for a change in
the existing Education Act, such a change
as will do away with the dual system.
The Government, however, completely

ignore the question. The only thing
they are troubled about is the raising of
a million and a half of money, so that
they may have the spending of it. That
is the policy' of the present Government
-to raise money and spend it. As for
any political questions which are agitating
the counitry, and calculated to promote
its welfare, the Government very carefully
leave them out of their proposals. An-
other question that will come tip soon is
the question of labour. We have already
had one strike, and shall have more
probably; yet with all the bitter ex-
perience of America and of other countries
before them, the Government make no
proposals to meet the difficulties that,
sooner or liter, must also ar-ise hero in
regard to the relation of capital and
labour. It would be easy at present to
passa Bill for the establishment of courts
Of conciliation, or dealing with arbitra-
tion; but the Government quietly ignore
all these questions, and pass on to the
one absorbing question which troubles
them, the borrowing of more money.
With regard to this question of borrow-
ing money, first of all I want to show
that the very proposal which they make
to raise another loan at the present tine
is a distinct breach of faith. I have
before wec the Speech of the Prenier
when he proposed to borrow £2540,000
last year. In moving the second reading
of the Bill for that purpose, I find from
Hansard that the Premier-not quite
twelve months ago--said this, with re-
ference to the £2540,000 then about to
be borrowed: " This amount will com-
plete our authorised railways, and lput us
in a position, I hope, to cease borrowing
for some considerable time-I hope for a
long time-because it has been no pleasure
to me, or to anyone in this House, to
think that we shall always be going on
borrowing." These were tile Premier's
own words last year, yet we find that
Parliament had hardly clotsed its career
when tis SUM Was apparently exhausted,
though nothing was heard of their inten-
tion to raise another loan of a million
and a half until a few days before the
first election took place. We heard a
great deal about their bold policy in the
past, and we were told that their policy
in the lpast was an indication of their
policy in the future. But the country
was not made acquainted with the fact
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that the Government proposed to borrow
£21,500,000 until fourteen days before the
first election.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest):
Longer than that, I think. I made the
announcement on the 23rd May, and the
first election was on the 12th of Juue.

MR. ELLINGWORTH: That makes
nineteen days. I said fourteen. I do
not know that it matters very muck. I
am quite prepared to be liberal with them.
The argument remains that the country
generally had no opportunity of discuss-
ing-neither dlid it discuss-this proposal
to borrow another million and a half,
sprung upon it by the Premier in his
Bunbury speech, just before the General
Election. At that election there were
seventeen seats unopposed, but, if this
policy had been known beforehand, who
can say what the result might have beenP
In my district, the information was only
received within a fortnight of the nomin-
ations, and it was impossible for the
candidates or the country to get hold of
and understand what was involved in the
borrowing of a million and a half of
money. Of course we all like money, if
we can get it, and the country is always
pleased to see a public works policy
adopted, without thinking, perhaps, what
that policy involves. It requires those
who have an opportunity of considering
and thinking over such questions, to put
them in a clear and definite way before
the country, in order that the country
may be able to judge whether the policy
is a wise one or not. I contend that the
country has never sanctioned the borrow-
ing of this million and a half, by return-
mng members pledged to sup)port it. I
submit that the members sitting in this
House have not the mandate or the
authority of the country behind them on
this question.

Ax HON. MEMBER: Yes, we have.
MR. TLLINGWOETH: I contend not.
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Porrest) :

Your own district wants its share of it at
any rate. They want a railway to Cue.

MR. ILMINGWORTH: Yes, but not
with borrowed money. Notwithstanding
the fact that the Government did not
give the country time to grasp the whole
question of borrowing this million and a
half, there was an immediate outcry
against the two Southern lines when the
intentions of the Government were made

known. Almost every candidate who had
an opportunity of addressing himself to
the subject spoke adversely to these two
railways being included in the Govern-
mnent, programme; and all the members
who have spoken in this House, so far,
have spoken against them. The only
reason I can see for including them is
simply to secure a balance of voting
power in regard to the raising of this
Loan. So far as the country is concerned,
so far as the voice of the country has
been heard or ascertained from the utter-
ances of its representatives in this House,
the country has unequivocally condemned
the construction of these Southern lines.
While I am dealing with this question of
loans, there is one thing upon which I
must compliment the Government, or
rather the country, or whoever is respon-
sible, for the establishment of a sinking
fund in connection with these loans. The
one thing which has been inade patent to
the other colonies has been the mistake
of raising loans without making provision
for their redemption; and one of the
things that renders borrowing by this
colony safer than by our neighbours
is the fact that our Government are
borrowing on inscribed stock, and that
they are borrowing with a redemption
fund behind them. I do hope that at
no future time in the history of Western
Australia will the Parliament of the
colony- reverse this policy. I hope that
no Parliament, tempted by the fact that
there is a large sumu to the credit of the
national sinking fund, will ever think of
appropriating that fund to other pnu-
poses, as has been done in thle mother
country. Those of us who are acquaint-
ed with the past history of the old
country know that the great national
debt which is crushing it down, simply
exists because in an unguarded mo-
ment the country forsook the principle
haid down by Pitt, providing for the
extinction of loans by at sinking fund.
If this colony had not a sinking fund, I
would be alarmned at its present indebt-
edness of £3,200,000. But we have made
ourselves liable for another £500,000, for
which there is no redemption or sinking
fund. We have made ourselves liable to
repay that £500,000 in 20 years, with-
out a sinking fund behind it; and it is
hopeless to suppose that the Midland
Company will ever redeem its boends.
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Therefore, this half a million of money
guaranteed by the Government is an ab-
solute liability upon the country; and, if
we add that amount to our other in-
debtedness, we have a public debt of
£3,700,000; and, if we are to accept the
proposal of the Government to borrow
a million and a half more, we shall bring
our actual indebtedness up to £5,200,000,
of which £500,000 will have to be repaid
in twenty years, and is not provided for
in any way in the shape of a sinking
fund. Now this debt equals £70 per
head of the population; and if, as we
all expect and hope, this country will
"o on increasing in populationi, we may
anticipate that, before the last of this
money is expended, the population may
have increased to 100,000 souls. I think
that is a fair estimate. We have no
reason to expect that the progress of the
country in the way of increased popula-
tion will he as great in the next few
years as in the years that have just
passed. The influx during the past year
has been greater than it is likely to be
hereafter. Tbat there will continue to
be a steady inrdux of population to this
country I have every confidence in be-
lieving. I hope so, at any rate; but the
rush of twelve or eighteen months ago
is past, and we are not likely to have
a repetition of it. Still, I anticipate a
steady and continuous flow of population
to our shores, and possibly thjs steady
flowv will be better for the country than a
sudden rush. But supposing that within
the next three or four years we ise
to 100,000 people, and supposing we
borrow this million and a half of money
in addition to our present indebted-
ness, we shall then have a debt of
£52 per head resting Upon our people.
Victoria, we know, is sinking under a
debt of £48 per head; sad tile very
reason why Victoria is sinking is because
of her accrued loans, year after year, for
railway purposes. Yet the very object,
or the main object, of raising this million
and a half now before us is to build
further railways, and some of them agri-
cultural railways. Now if we look at
our revenue we find ourselves in this
position: the Customs, our principal
source of revenue, during the past year
yir-Ided about £340,000, in round num-
bers; and, when we have increased our
public debt to £5,200,000 we shall have

to ])rovide £260.000 a year to mieet our
liaIbilities in respect of that dcbt,-four
per cent. for interest, and one per cent.
for a sinking fund. Deducting this from
our Customs revenue, all we shall have
left, -after taxing the people as we are
taxing them,--alI we shall have left for
the purposes of general government is
£80,000- We know that is not suffi-
cient, nor anything like it, Where, then,
are we going to get the fuuds to carry
on the business of the country? The
Government mnake a boast that they pro-
pose no incease of taxation. But it is
useless for uts to l ive, or try to live, in at
fool's paradise. We knowv we cannot ex-
pect to have the continuous gr-owtlh in
the revenue that we have had during the
last twelve or eighteen months, and we
have to face the question of how we are
going to meet the engagements which
the Government propose to commiit us
to. If we look upon our railwazys, we
find that the revenue derived from them
last year was £134,000, and the actual
cost of conducting them was £106,000.
That is the bare cost of working the
lines, to say nothing about the cost of
stations, to say nothing about wear and
tear, and the inevitable expendliture con-
nected with such works, Our railways,
then, last year, under the most favour-
able circumstances, yielded £28,000 over
and above the actual working expenses,
leaving that amount to go towards the
payment of interest and other liabilities
connected with our railways. In addi-
tion to this, it must be remembered that
during the construction of niew lines
there is always an extra amount of traffic
in the carriage of sleepers, rails, and
other materials, and the traffic cannot be
regarded as the normal amount of traffic
tinder ordinary circumstances. This in-
creased traffic will cease when the rail-
ways are completed. The Government
cannot expect that the line between Fre-
mantle and Northamn will show the same
average proportion of traffic returns
during next year that it did while the
V ilgarn line was in course of construction.
If they do expect it, they will be simply
making a mistake. If they have based
their estimates up)on last year's traffic
returns on that line, I am afraid their
estimates will not be realised. It is
useless, therefore, our relying upon our
railways for the purpose of paying in-
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terest. The only piece of brightness in
the whole prospect that I can see is the
revenue in connection with the Lands
Department, and the stamp revenue as-
sociated with it, amounting altogether to
abouti£12,000. That department appears
to me to be the most economically worked
of all the departments of the Government,
and I amn not surprised at it. 1 think a
little more liberality in the Lands and
Survey Department would be better for
the country, as well as for the officers of
the department. In this department they
do manage to make a profit. Including
the stamp duties it comes out with about
£80,000 to the good. But I observe that
we want £20,000 out of that to make
good the deficiency in the Postal Depart-
ment, where the revenue last year was
£46,000 and the expenditure £66,000,
showing a loss of £20,000 a yearx; and
this loss must be deducted from the profit
made by the Lands Department. While
dealing with this question of our land
revenue, I want to call attention to the
fact that in obtaining this revenue we are
parting with our patrimony, and that our
territorial revenue cannot therefore be
regarded as a continuous income, so long
as the present system of alienation goes
on. Of course, with our vast territory,
we do not look upon it as any great harm
at present, to part with the land as we
are doing; hut the fact remains that we
are disposing of our patrimony. How,
then, are we going to obtain the revenue
required to meet the liabilities which
the Government, year after year, are
thrusting upon usP Some allusion has
already been made to the position of our
railways, as compared with the position
of the railways in the other colonies; but
I should like to call attention to some
further facts and figures in this con-
nection. In Victoria they have, in round
numbers, 3,000 miles of railway for
1,100,000 inhabitants, or, more correctly,
370 people per mile of railway. In
Western Australia, supposing our popu-
lation increases to 100,000, we shall only
have 65 people per mile of railway. I
want to impress this upon the House:
Victoria is going behind with her railways,
notwithstanding the fact that she has 370
peoplie for every mile of railway, and
notwithistanding hear wealth in live stork,
wool, and othier products. She has
1,800,000 head of cattle, equal to 600 per

mile of railway; and a large proportion
of the traffic there is cattle. A vast
amount of cattle from Riverina and other
parts also go over the Government lines,
and a vast amount of the wool raised in
Riverina also goes over them; and the
railway traffic is increased immensely by
the existence of this vast herd of cattle.
Western Australia has only 131,000 cattle,
or 83 per mile of railway. I am quite
prepared to hear that cattle at present
are coming by seaboard. Again, Victoria
has 13,000,000 sheep, or about 4,300
per mile of railway; whereas Western
Australia has only 2,600,000 sheep, or
1,626 per mile. If Victoria, with her
population of between 300 and 400 people
per mile of railway, and with hear wealth
of live stock, cannot mtake her railways
pay, what can we expect in this colonyP
A portion of the loan which it is proposed
to borrow is to go in the construction of
more railways for agricultural purposes.
Have we not sufficient railways already
established in agricultural districts ? Is
there not enough agricultural land
already opened up by railways to supply
the requirements of the whole colony,
even if we had a population of 100,000 ?
It is useless talking about growing wheat
for exportation in the face of the com-
petition now going on in the wheat
markets abroad, and the consequent low
price ruling for it. Russia, we are told,
is actually burning- its wheat because it
does not pay to export it. South America
can put wheat in the London market
at Is. 8d. a bushiel. It has been sold
at Is. lid, in Victoria, delivered at the
railway station. That was last year.
How can we in this colony seriously
think of becoming wheat exporters in
the face of these facts? How can we
expect our agricultural railways to pay,
even in connection with our local require-
ments, if we are going to have these
railways springing up in all directions,
competing against each other?' Wilh the
agricultural land already available along
existing railways, but still remaining idle,
what is the use of talking about building
more agricultural railways? It is pro-
posed to have one to open up the
agricultural lands in the South. Have
we not already the Great Southern
Railway open-and I am not certain
we shall not have to work that railway-
with agricultural land on both sides of it
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thrown open for settlement? Then there
is the Midland Railwa y going Northwards,
opening up more agricultural laud. With
these and the other railways already in
existence, have we not sufficient agricul-
tural land within the radius of railway
comm unication to supply the whole wants
of the colony, even supposing we had a
population of 250,000 souls ? In the face
of this we are asked to borrow wore
money for the purpose of constructing
further agricultural railways. I call them
agricultural railways, for it is useless to
talk about the tinfields, because all the
tin could be brought up in a couple of
trains once a year; and it is useless
talking about coal measures, because the
field is not yet developed or even tested,
and, until we have all the facts before us,
it is useless to speculate in that direction.
No one would be more pleased than I
would he if it could be proved that we
have a good bed of coal; I would prefer
it to half-a-dozen Londonderrys.

MRt. SimpsoN I would chance the
Isondouderrys.

MR. ILjINOWOETH: I mean it
would be better fqr the colony. But
we want to be sure that there is coal
there -good commercial coal, and in
payable quantity; and this House is not
going-at all events I am not, and I
believe I shall have a great many members
with me-to vote for at railway under the
idea, that it is going to be a coalfield
railwayV, when it is simply an agricultural
railway going to Bridgetown.

THE PREMIER (Eon. Sir J. Forrest):
That is not the same railway at all.

MR. ILjLINGWORTH: I amn not
posted up ini the geography1 of that dis-
trict; the argument remains the same.
I contend there is no warrant-indeed
there is great danger-in our increasing
our indebtedness at all; but, if there is
anything that will warrant any further
borrowing, it is for the development of
our goldfields. But it is useless our
talking about constructing a Line to the
Murchison unless the House is prepared
to see that it is very quickly made. There
is a large quantity of stone, something
like 30,000 tons, at grass now awaiting to
be crushed, and it is impossible to sink
the present mines deeper than they are
without timber, and that timber must be
obtained from down South. 'We want
the jarrab of the South to enable us to

Isink our mines deeper, and it is utterly
Iimpossible for the district to be developed
Until we get this timber. It is clear we
cannot cart it up there by team; and a
railway is the only hope for the continu-
ance and permanency of the Murchison
goldfield. The hon. member for Yilgarn
is present and can speak for his own
district; but I imagine that somewhat
similar circumstances prevail there. (MR.
MORAN: No.) I am glad to hear it.
Now the proposal of the Government is to
extend the borrowing or spending of this
loan over four years. If we are going to
wait that time for this line to the
Murchison, all I can say is, it will be
absolutely useless for the development
of the mines. It is necessary it should
be constructed as quickly as possible, and
in the cheapest possible way; a railway
that will be a goldfields' railway, and not
a squatters' railway; a. railway that shall
accommodate the goldfields in the most
direct way, and not a line going a round-
about way to bring down wool once a year.
I have described the kind of railway we
want, and I say the sooner it is constructed
the better. Let it be a goldfields' line,
and not a squatters' line.

AN HOW. MEMBER: YOU want it for
the poor miner.

MR. IELfLNGWORTH: It would
be a poor look-out for this country
if it were not for the " poor miner."
Squatters are a very necessary evil I
admit, but we want this railway for
the miner rather than the squatter.
I will say no more at present on
this subject. I wish next to call the
attention of the House to a matter which,
to my mind, amounts to a question of
privilege. At any rate I want to r-aise
the strongest possible protest against it.
The Minister of Public Works, as Inem-
bers are aware, took the trouble to go to
Yilgarn and Coolgardie a short time
preceding the geneial election. The
Minister of Lands afterwards visited that
district. With the visit of these two
Ministers, accompanied, as one of them
was, by the Engineer-in-Chief, one would

ireasonably suppose that the Government
would be well informed as to the wants
of the district? Yet the Premier also
took upon himself to pay the district a
visit, and he landed at Coolgardie just
about the time of the nomination of
candidates for the district. But that is
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an incident. What I wish to refer to is
another matter. Most of us have had
this little gold token- [exhibiting a
member of Parliament's free railway
pass]-which I understand we are sup-
posed to retain till our fate at the 1pol1s is
decided. At any rate a telegram, dated
the 30th June last, a few days before the
election for Vilgarn, was sent on Her
Majesty's service, addressed to Mr. De
Hamiel, one of the candidates, who was
the bolder of one of these tokens. The
telegram was in this form: "Will you
kindly return the gold token railway pass
you hold; there is only a limited number
of these tokens, and I have to reissue
them to the new members." The Minis-
ter of Railways, I am sorry to observe, is
not present, but I should like a note
made of it. That telegram was signed
by the Under-Secretary for Works and
Railways, Mr. A. F. Thomson. [THE
PREMiER: lIt must be a mistake.] Will
the Premier kindly take charge of it-
[handing it across the floor to Sir John
Forrest.] We know very well that,
notwithstanding the sacredness of the
telegraph office, these things will leak
out now and then. If it was a mistake,
I hope the Government will prevent
a recurrence of such a mistake. Here
is another little matter,-a pamphlet
issued by the Government Printer, and
stated to be the " Speech of the Hon.
Sir John Forrest, K.C.M.G., to his
constituents at flunbury; printed, by
authority, by the Government Pr-inter."
The newspapers considered that Speech
of sufficient importance to telegraph it all
over the country the day after it was
delivered; and why the Premier should
afterwards put the country to the cost of
printing the same Speech is more than I
am able to say. But that is not what I
want to get at: thle cost of printing this
Speech would have sufficed to have pro-
vided the necessary aceonunodatiou for
the Cue hospital at the time when sick
men were lying outside under mnulga
bushies. I want to know whether thle
money of the public is to be spent in
this particular way, for the glorifica-
tion of the Premier, when the Premier
cannot find a few pounds to provide
shelter for sick men who are dying from
fever?

THE PREMTIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
What evidence have you of thatP

MR. ILIJINOWOETH: I have the
evidence of the doctor.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
All I can say is that the doctor did not
speak the truth.

MR. rLLINGWORTH: Then I am
very sorry for the doctor. If the Pre-
mier wants to disprove it, I may say that
I saw the hospital myself, and I saw the
condition it was in, and that sick men
were not provided for. If the Govern-
ment can find money. to print and circulate
the Premier's speeches, they cannot or
will not provide money to provide accom-
modation for the sick who die on the
goldfields. I have another matter yet to
refer to. When I was uip at Mt. Magnet
the other day, or just before 1 arrived-I
think it was on the 29th May-a white
man was arrested for some little disturb-
ance he had made when he bad been drink-
ing too much soda water, and, as a conse-
quence, the police had occasion to take him
up. He was a white man, mind, not a
blacbfellow, and the policeman chained
that muan to a mulga bush on a. cold, frosty
night, until next morning, when he was
taken sixty miles to the nearest justice of
the peace. Why do not the Government
prevent such barbarities? Why do theynot
provide justices of the peace at the centres
of population ? Why do they not provide
some accommodation for locking up white
men who happen to break the law, and
when it is not quite certain whether a
man ought to be locked up or not, instead
of having him chained to a tree in the
open air? It is bad enough to chain up
a black man; but, for a white man to be
chained up to a mulga bush all night is a
little too mn'uch for my nerves, and I hope,
for the members of this House. This
is the kind of p)rovision made by the
Government for the goldfields. This is
the kind of provision we are expected to
be satisfied with-whiite menl chained to
a tree, and sick, men dying outside, with-
out shelter or accommodation. They can
provide all sorts of accommodation ini the
city; hut, for the men who are striving
to develop the resources of the country,
for those who are now acknowledged to
be the backbone of the country, for those
who are engaged in an industry which is
the very foundation of the progress and
prosperity of the country, this is the kind
of treatment which the present Govern-
menit metes out. We have been a ssu,-ed
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by the Premier himself that the polity of
the Government in the future is to be the
policy of the Government in the past. I
have shown you the policy of the Govern-
ment in the past; I ask, is this to be the
policy of the Goverinent in the future ?
If so, I am not one to support the
Government. I do not suppose they
expect it, and I do not suppose they arc
very much concerned whether I support
them or not. [The PasEmxsu: Hear,
hear.] The day will come; and also the
man. I have just one word to say in
reference to this proposed State or Agri-
cultural Bank. It appears to me that
imitation is the cardinal virtue of the
Ministry. They go to Queensland for
their beautiful Mining Act, anud they go.
somewhere else for their Electoral Act. I
think a Ministry ought to have some
originality, at any rate. I would rather
have an original law suitable to the cir-
cumistances of the colony, even though it
were a little crude, than anl elaborate
piece of legislation copied from another
country 'that was not at all suitable to
our own requirements. Because Victoria,
in its foolishness-not in its wisdom-has
seen fit to introduce a Bill to create a Land
Credit Bank, this Government think they
must do the same. I have read the whole
discussion in the Victorian Legislature-
Hansard comes to me every week-and no
solid argument was placed before that
Rouse in support of the adoption of such
a policy. The Government here are going
to bring in something of the same kindl,
for the purpose of helping our agricul-
turists. to clear their land for growing
wheat, when wheat in. America and in the
neighbouring colonies is selling at about
Is. 10d. a bushel, and when Russia is
actually burning its wheat, because it
does not pay to export it. If you want
to help) the agriculturist, if you want to
keep people in the country, if you want
to make the country distr-icts prosperous
in their own natural resources, let the
money you borrow be expended on repro-
ductive works; let the efforts of the
Government be directed to making the
Lands Department such as it may be the
means of providing people with informa-
tion as to w here they are likely to obtain
such land as they require; let them pro-
vide the goldields with railway facilities
and roads, and the question of a Land
Bank need not be discussed for the next

twenty years. What the country wants,
what the agriculturi sts want, is not a
donation from Government funds, or a
loan from a Land Bank, but common
justice done to the lands they hold,--
proper roads made to their own district
and the money raised in their district
expended in that district, for the pro-
motion of their owni interest. What we
want is for the country to be pushed
ahead in the right way, so that we may
have, not 100,000 but 500,000 people
here; and then the agricultural question
will be settled, But, to propose a Land
Bank and give our farmers a Govern-
inent donation, or lead them money at
5 per cent., instead of 8 or 10 per cent.,
and in this wray expect to make the
country prosperous and to settle people
on the land, is one of the wildest schemes
imaginable. I had some other subjects
which I should have liked to refer to, but
I think I have trespassed long enough on
the patience of the House. This is my
first speech in the House, and it is my
duty before I resume my seat to thank
mnembers for the courteous reception
they have accorded me, and to ask their
forgiveness for trespassing so long on
their time.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest):-
Mr. Speaker-In the first place, sir, I
,would like to congratulate you upon
being re-elected Speaker of this Rouse.
I think it is a matter that we should
congratulate ourselves on, and that the
colony should be congratulated, that for
another term we shall have the honour
and pleasure of being prdsidcd over by
you, sir. I should like also to say that
the colony is to be congratulated on the
men that have been retuirned to this
Assembly. I believe that this House is as
good an Assembly at the present time as
it ever has been in the past; and I think
that is a, matter we ought to congratulate
ourselves on. Especially should it be a
matter of congratulation to those who
advocated and who were the means of
carrying into effect the recent change in
the Constitution Act, by which the fran-
chise was very largely extended. The
result of the elections through out the
country has been, taken as a whole, quite
satisfactory; and it is to me, personally,
a matter of great gratification, because I
always have said there was sufficie nt good
sense amdongst our fellow-colonists to look
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after their own affairs, and that they
would be ready to return those to repre-
sent them in Parliament who would look
after their interests and represent their
views. I do not think, sir, I have very
much to say this afternoon in regard to
this debate upon the Governor's Speech.
except to thank members generally for
the manner in which they have dealt with
the poiicy of the Government as indicated
in the Speech. I think the Government
should be very satisfied indeed at the
reception accorded to the Speech. I am
glad to see that the opposite benches
Present a moore " concrete " appearance
(as one bon. member termed it) than
they have done during past sessions, and
that an Opposition has been fonued,-I
think a. very good one. I am very glad
indeed to see our old friend the hon.
member for Perth in his position as
leader of that Opposition, for I am quite
sure that so long as he occupies that
position we may rest assured that he will
deal with all matters in a moderate way,
and in a, way that no one will have any
reason to complain of. It has been said
by some hon. members that the policy
of the Government is a public works
policy, a policy of borrowing money,
and spending it as quickly as pos-
sible. I do not take exception to the
first part of that statement-that our
policy during the timue we have been in
office has been a policy of borrowink
money for the purpose of expending it
upon useful and reproductive works. But
I do not think we can be charged with
spending it too freely, if by that it is
intended to convey the impression that
we have in any way wasted it? I have no
doubt that ini some eases-I believe to
small amounts-it might be possible to
point out where the Government might
bive done the work cheaper; but I
believe that, as a rule, the expenditure
that has taken place in the colony under
the present Government has been ex-
pended in a fairly economical way. At
any rate I 'know this, that the members
of the Government have desired, and have
striven, to get their money's worth in con-
structing any of the public works we
have undertaken. I believe that the
colony as a whole is in accord with the
policy that the Government have carried
out since they have been ini office. In
this immense country how is it to lbe

expected that we can develop its resources
unless by means of borrowed money ? To
carry out the large public works we have
undertaken would have been altogether
impossible if we were dependent upon
our own resources and current revenue.
The only way it was possible for us to
construct our railways and the other great
public works we have undertaken and
completed was by borrowing money; and
I believe the colony is in accord with the
present views of the Government as to
borrowing further, in order to extend
these railways and to carry on other
public works of public utility. I would
be the last, I think, to urge upon this
House that we should borrow money if
there was not a fair prospect that the
works upon which it was spent would be
reproductive and to the advantage of the
country. If it can be shown that it is

Iprobable we shall not be able to pay the
interest on this borrowed money, or that
the works will not be reproductive workis
and to the advantage of the country, and
that further borrowing will 'laud us
in trouble or disaster, I shall be very glad
to listen to any member who can put
that ease clearly before me and think
he can convince me. If any hon. member
cAn do that, then I should altogether give
up the idea. of asking this Rouse to
embark upon the borrowing of a further
million and a hailf. But we are con-
vinced, after careful consideration, that
it is in the interest of the colony to
borrow this mioney. It is absolutely
necessary, if we wish to develop our
resources, if we wish to develop our gold
'mines, that these goldfields should be
connected by rail with the railw'.ay sy~steni
of the colony. That is the view we takie
of the matter, and I believe the country
is with us, and that this House is
with us. One thing I must say: it has
somewhat surprised me that so many
members have directed their attention
mainly to one or two minor works in the
programme of the Government, and have
swal 'lowed all the larger schemes. They
have directed their attention chiefly to
the two small railways in the Southern
parts, and swallowed all the rest of the
programme. They have no hesitation in
swallowing schemes involving a contem-
plated expenditure of £1,330,000, and
have directed their attention to two sinall
works involving estimated expenditure
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of £170,000 only. The railway towards
Brndgetown, which is to figure on the
Loan Bill for £100,000, and the branch
railway to the Collie coalfields, the cost
of which I do not think will exceed
£70,000-these two works have received
more attention from some members than
the much tulre costly works involving an
exp)enditure of £91,330,000. 1 mention
this because one would have thought that
in dealing with such a large item as a
million and a. half of money, such corn-
lparalively small items us £100,000 and
£70,000 would hardly have attracted
notice until the schemes came before the
House in detail, when the Government
will be able to give full information to
the House -with regard to these projects.
Some hon. members opposite, and very
properly. I think, have drawn attention to
the great responsibility that we are taking
upon ourselves in increasing our indebted-
ness. I quite agree that we are taking a
great responsibility upon ourselves. I
quite agree that we should be very careful
and cautious in our expenditure, because
we are a small community after all, and
the responsibility that rests upon us is
very great. But we have an immense
territory and very large interests; new
interests are arising almost daily, and
unless we are equal to the occasion,
unless we are prepared to strile out and
take some responsibility, all I can say is
that it is at question whether we should
have undertaken the duties now cast
upon us ? I have had, during the last
few years, to take a great deal of re-
sponsibility. I have had to urge upon
this House and upon the country that we
should embark upon a large expenditure,
and involve ourselves in a large amiount
of borrowing. I think that responsibility
has, perhaps, pressed more heavily uponi
me, and those who are associated with
rue in the Government, than it has upon
any other member, because we have had
to initiate and to advocate these measures,
and to submit them for the approbation
of Parliament. If members feel the re-
sponsibility that rests upon them, I think
they will agree that a greater responsi-
bility rests upon us, and that we feel that
responsibility very much more than they
do, because we have to initiate these
measures. The lion, member for Albany,
in his speech last evening, regretted that
the Government had not come forward

with some measure for decreasing the
Customs duties, in order that the cost of
living might, in some degree, be lessened.
AUl I can say is, how is it possible to
decrease the revenue if all these demands,
in the way of public works and loans, are
to be made upozi the revenue? If we did
not require any extension of our railway
system, if we do not require the prosecu-
tion of harbour works at Fremantle, and
all these other works which will figure in
the Loan Bill for the development of our
goldfields, and the development of our

agrcultural interests, then we might be
able, perhaps, to tall about decreasing
the Customs revenue? But in our present
circumstances, with the ever-increasing
demand upon the Treasury in connection
with the increase of settlement all over the
colony, and the development of the coun-
try's resources, I think it is altogether
out of the question to expect us to reduce
taxation, or to forego any portion of the
revenue derived from the Customs. If
our revenue were ten times as great as it
is at present, there would be openings
for it in the development of the interests
of the colony. One member, last evening,
in speaking of the proposed railway to
Bridgetown, was under the impression
that it was to be constructed through
land which had been alienated from the
Crown. I made a note of the objection
at the time, and I am glad to inform the
hon. member, and others who may enter-
tain the same impression, that with the
exception of a few small lots scattered
about here and there, the whole of the
lands in that part of the country are in
the hands of the Crown. Although the
laud is very heavily timbered, and will
cost a good deal to clear, still it is quite
capable of development. Another item,
if not spoken of adversely, was somewhat
coldly received by some members, and
that is the short line to connect the rail-
way system of the colony with the Collie
coalfield. I should have thought that
with the somewhat meagre information
yet before them on this subject, they
wvonld have hesitated to have spoken upon
it adversely, or to have received the project
coldly, because there can be no doubt
that we have a coalfeld there; and, as
the hon. member for Nannine has said,
a good coalfield would be better for
the colony than half-a-dozen London-
derrys.
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Ma. ILLINGOOTH:. I said, if we had a
coalfield.

THE PREMTIER (ERon. Sir J, For-
rest) : The hon. member is not prepared
to wait until we ascertain whether it is a
good coalfield or not, but jumps at
the conclusion that it i's an unwise pro-
ceeding on our part to propose to build
this branch line. For my own part I
am willing to risk a great deal in order
to prove that we have a. real coalfield. in
this colony. I do not know that any-
thing else would be of more value to
us. I have had some meanis of ascer-
taining the value of this Collie coalfield,
and I have been assured by those who
are competent to judge, that we have
a, real, true coal at the Collie. To show
members that there is coal there, I may
say that the Government have received
and accepted a teuder for raising 1,000
tons, at a cost of 9s. per ton. Surely
that is evidence that coal exists there, or
else these people would never have con-
tracted to raise a, thousand tons for the
sum of £450. I must say I am surprised
at the attitude of some members with
regard to this matter. Instead of being
delighted at the prospect of a coalfield
being developed in our midst, they seem
to look upon the matter with some degree
of coldness and apathy. These small
Southern lines have been called by some
people "Ministerial " railways. It has
been sought to make members believe
thaLt because I represent a district in the
South I am going to waste £2170,000 of
the people's money in order to gratify
a. few of my constituents. I am pleased
to say I have no reason to adopt such
measures at the present time to secure the
good-will of my constituents. I think
may constituents are as reasonable as most
people, and I do not think they would
desire to do anything so unreasonable as
to ask unc to waste the Public money in
their district. If they do, they won't
get it. Still, I have no doubt the state-
mnent which has been made has influenced
some people; they think this railway is
a. little sop to my constituency. But I
would like to point out to those who
make these statements, or who believe
such statements-and I do so because I
have been so misrepresented as having
done so much for my own constitueucy-
I would like to point out that since I
have been in office only one public work,

a public building, has been undertaken in
Bunbury. 1 look upon the railway
to that town as a national undertaking.
The bon. member for Yilgarn had some-
thing to say with regard to the Mining
regulations, and also the hon. member
for Nannine, It was wondered why the
Government had not indicated an inten-
tion to take some steps to alter the pre-
sent mining laws. I may say, in the first
piaco, that all the Bills which the Gov-
ermnent propose to bring in are not
enumerated in the Governor's Speech. I
do not wish by that to let it be inferred
that we p)ropose to deal with the present
Mining Act to any large extent this
session; but I shall be glad to consider
the subject if members representing
mininug districts will suggest what alter-
ations are desirable. Those suggestions
will receive every attention from the
Government, if it is shown that the present
regulations press heavily upon the mining
community. When I recently visited Cool-
gardie and the Murehison, I told the
people there, if they had any proposals to
make in that direction, they should send
their suggestions to me, and they would
be considered; but I have received no
suggested alterations from the goldfields.
It is only two years, I think, since a
committee of this House went through
these Regulations, and after doing so the~y
Only made a few suggested alterations,
and those not very muaterial, I think.

Mn. SIMPSON:. You didn't adopt them.
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):

We adopted all thatiwe thought were any
good. It seemed to me that the com-
mittee really knew less about it than the
Government. I am quite prepared to
deal with this question if members will
assist the Government, and to do all we
can to make the Act as workable as
possible.

MR. R. F. SHeLL:- Not for the benefit
of those interested, though.

Tax- PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest):
I do not believe the Act is as bad as some
people think. It has some defects, no
doubt. It was copied from the Queens-
land Act, and Queensland is the great
mining colony of Australia. after all;
and, if the Act suits them, it cannot be
altogether inapplicable to us. Another
matter that sems to have been received
with some disfavour is the proposal of
the Government to introduce a Bill pro-
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viding for the establishment of a Land
Bank. Members, however, are not in
possession of that measure vet, and, as a
matter of fact, I may tell thema that the
draft of the Bill has not yet been finally
settled.

Ali. SiMwrpo: Drop it overboard.
THE FREANIEER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest):

But it is pretty nearly so. For my own
part I cannot see how there can be so
much objection to some means being
devised for lendig money to the culti-
vators of the soil as sonic members would
lead us to suppose. It has been stated
(I think by the hon. member for Northam)
that this Bank need not be very different
from the present Savings Bank, which
lends money on city property. If it is
right to lend trust money on town pro-
perty which is not productive at any rate-
for bricks and mortar do not produce very
much-I do not see that we would be
doing anything very outrageously wrong
in lending money on rural property, which
would do something towards the develop-
ment of the natural resources of the
country. Some members would lead us
to suppose that this idea of a Land Bank
was some revolutionary idea, and one that
was unprecedented in the history of the
world. But, as we all know, it is a system
that has worked well in other countries,
in France and in Au stria, and manmy other
places, where what is called the Credit
Foncier s ystem. has been tried and found
to work well. It has been the means of
assisting people to cultivate and improve
their land, and it has not resulted in loss
to the investors. That is a. matter of
history, and a matter which everyone can
find out for himself, if he likes to take
the trouble. Even in times of panic and
revolution, in times of financial disaster,
these bonds bare retained their price, and
not caused any loss to the investors or to
the country. If that has becen the case
iii other countries, why should it not be so
here? I aim not afraid, myself, to strike
out in a new direction. I do not want to
go on copying always, as the hon. member
for Nannine has suggested; though I
would remind the hon . miember that there
is not much new under the sun. At any
rate I see nothing revolutionary or very
dangerous in advancing money to the
cultivators of the soil, on good security.
I think it would be one of the best things
that could be done in a country with

plenty of land requiring to be improved.
However, the Bill itself will be brought
down in a fortnight or so, when members
will have an opportunity of judging it onl
its merits. I intend to carry it out if
I can. I can see there are difficulties
surrounding the question, and I can see
some danger, perhaps, as the hon. member
for the Swan suggested. The hon. mem.-
ber, I think, said we were legislating in a
dangerous direction. I am willing to
take that risk. We will try to surround
the Bill with some safeguards. I think if
we can induce and encourage the occupa-
tion and improvement of sonic of the
waste lands, now lying idle, by judiciously
leading money to those who occupy these
lands, we shiall not be very far off the
right track. Reference has also been
made by some members to the Homesteads
Act not working very' well. Ilam p~repared
to admit it has not been a great success,
so far-to this extent, at any rate, that it
has not been largely availed of. But
there are some difficulties in the way, in
connection with the working of the Act.
The alternative block system has not
worked well here, although it has worked
well in other countries; and possibly
during this session we may atter the Act
in that respect by doing away with the
alternate block system, and allowing free
selection over any dclared Agricultural
Area. I believe, if this is dlone, the Act
will work very much better than it has
up to the present. I am quite certain of
this, that it is a, good Act, and an Act
that must prove of great value in the
future. It can never do harm. I have
heard or read of some members, when
addressing their constituents, condemining
the Act as being useless. How can an
Act which provides that 160 acres may
be granted to people, practically for
nothing, upon certain conditions of im.-
provernent, be a bad or useless Act, in a
contry like this, where we have so much
laud non tilised and unimproved? Such
an argument cannot hold water. It is
said that 160 acres is not enough.Bu
there is nothing to prevent the holder
of this 160 acres from taking up as much
more land as he likes. We simply give
him the 160 acres free, and he can secure
as much more as he pleases, at a very
low price, the payment extending over
twenty years. I do not think I will trouble
myself to-day in referring to the long
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speech we have just beard from the
hion. member for Nannine. Most of his
statemients were quite -unfounded: they,
were not founded upon any fact, and I
should advise the hon. member to take
an opportunity of giving notice of all
these alleged enormities that have been
practised by the Government, so that we
may deal with them one by one. I am
Jprepared to controvert every statement
which lie has made against either the
honesty or the good faith of the Govern-
mont. As to the Midland Railway
Company, I am prepared to show that we
have acted towards that Company in
accordance with the agreemtent approved
by this House. As to the Yilgarn Rail-
way' contract, I am prepared to prove that
it was on a resolution of this Ho-use that
the contract was altered. As to the South
mole at Fremantle, I certainly have not
any recollection of what the hon. member
has said with regard to that, although it
may have been spoken of in the coarse of
some debate. But the genera] scheme
of these harbour works was before the
House, and it was always understood that
the construction of the South mole was
part of the general scheme approved by
this House. As to the land purchased at
Guildford, that land was purchased long
before last session, and it was purchased
so that it might be available, as it is
available, for any purpose of the Govern-
ment.

Mu. RIcHARDSON: It was a very wise
pro-vision, too.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
As to anyv breach of faith on my part in
advocating a Loan at the present time,
when I said list session that I hoped it
would be a long time before I introduced
another Loan Bill, I explained that
matter in my Bunbury speech. As I then
said, circumstances have changed since
last year. At that time we were only
juLst emerging from the effects of a general
panic consequent upon flank failures and
other financial disasters, and things were
not looking very bright, Nor had we
any idea that the circumstances and the
prospects of the colony would have under-
gone such a change in so short a time as
they have done. We had no idea then of
the rich gold discoveries that have since
been mnade in the colony, and of the
pressing necessity which has arisen for
extending our railway system to our gold-

fields. Circumstances have changed since
I made tme statement referred to, and that
is my justification forchanging myopunon
too. In fact, I shall be very happy to meet
any arguments which the hon. miember
may bring forward wvith regard to this
or any other statement I have made,
and also to defend every action of the
Government. I must say this, that the
statements madle by the hon. member
himself in the course of his speech to-
day were made with a remarkable want
of knowledge of what has been going on
in the colony. Surely the hon. member
ought to know something about the
agreement made with the Midland Rail-
way Company, and also of what took
place in this House last session or the
session before, with regard to the Yil-
gan Railway contract; and so through
all the long rigmnarole of statements and
charges he has muade against the Govern-
mnent. As to the railway to the Murchi-
son goldfields, I fear that if we had to
wait until the syndicate, the members of
which the hon. member says he is ac-
quainted with in London, constructed it,
his constituency would habve to wait a,
considerably long while. The promoter
of that scheme never had the effrontery,
I may say, to suggest to me that thle
money for the construction of the rail-
way was available. I closely questioned
him on that point, and he most clearly
informed me that the money was not
available, and would have to be obtained
by the syndicate after the agreement
was made with the Government. If this
gentlemian informed the hon. member
that they had the money available, aill
I can say is he never informed me of
that fact. If he had, I had very easy
means of ascertaining whether it was a
real fact or not. I think, myself, that
the Government will in the end be con-
sidered as the best friend of the gold-
fields by advocating the construction of
these railways out of loan funds. I
should have thought we had had enough
experience of syndicates by this time. If
not, we must be very hard to satisfy.
ADl over the place, wherever we have had
to do with syndicates, it has brought us
into trouble. Only the other day, my
friend the Attorney General, when some
coniplicated ease was put before him,
told me we never had any trouble except
with these syndicates. Everything we
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have had to do with them has resulted
in trouble, worry, and annoyance, and
very often in the end disaster. The
first one was the Ballarat Timber Corn-
paniy and its concession, now a fine
monument of rin and disaster, whicih
has stared us in the face for twenty years.
Then caine the Midland Railway trouble;
and now again, I am sorry to say, a
company or syndicate, which we always
looked upon as a pattern, Senms to be in
difficulty. AM1 round the place difficulties
and troubles occur through these syndi-
cates; yet tbe hion, member for Nanuine
wants us to embark upon fresh troubles,
and to accept the offer of another syndi-
cate to build a railway costing half a
million of money. All I can say is, the
hon. member is very easily persuaded if
he thinks that these gentlemen, or any
one else, can get half a. million of money to
put into a railway to the Murchison gold-
fields. I say they are not able to do it,
and cannot find the money to do it; and
I know as much about it as the hon.
member does. It is ridiculous, in fact,
for us to think that these people could
find the money to build this railway;
and, even if they could, I very much
question whether it would be a good
1)argain for the colony. We would have
to pay interest just the same, and we
would have to make the thing pay, or else
these people could not carry on their
railway. Some people seem to think
that if you get a private individual, or
private company, to do a thing for you,
you have not to pay for it. But how are
these people going to make this railway
pay, unless it comes, out of those who use
the railway, just the same as if it were
made by the Government? I will eon-
elude by again thanking members for
the reception they have given to the
Governor's Speech. I hope we will be
able to place the business of the session
before members in a very short time. I
believe that the good feeling which has
always hitherto existed in this Rouse, and
which I am pleased to think is likely to
continue, will remain undiminished so
long as Parliament is in session. I need
say no more, beyond thanking members
for so patiently listening to the few words
I have had to say.

MnR. SIMPSON: Mr. Speaker-Sir, I
am sure the Premier, who is a modest
man, has received so many congratula-

tions during the course of this debate
that he has grown tired of them, and
probably, by this Limo, he is satisfied
that the remarkable developments which
have recently taken plaqe in this colony,
as the result of our gold discoveries and
our good fortune in other directions, are
entirely due to tbe Government and their
policy. Sir, the Speech before us is im-
portant, as it outlines the public works
policy of the Government, in the imme-
diate future;i and one remarkable clause
in it (clause 8) indicates, as regards their
past policy, that they have tried to satisfy
the whole country. No doubt, by the
time we are all looped in, our constitu-
ents will be more or less satisfied with
the works policy now sketched out. With
regard to the financial position of' the
colony, it is undoubtedly satisfactory,
though I hardly think the Treasurer is
to be congratulated on the fact that he
has under-estimated the public revenue
by over £90,000. One can easily fancy
the consternation which would be felt in
the House of Commons if the Chancellor
of the Exchequer was found to have
been £15,000,000 out in his calculations,
though that sum is proportionately about
the same as the under-estimate of the
Colonial Treasurer. The general polity
of the Government, as indicated in the
Speeh, is one of borrowing a Million
and a half of money. That has been
pointed out to uts from all parts of the
House,-from the Government benches,
from the cross -bench es, and from the
benches of what has been described as
a "1concrete " Opposi tion ; and thi s money
is to be expended upon what is called
reproductive public works. I am sure
that the good intentions, the integrity,
and the ability of the Premier, are ad-
mitted by this House and by the coun-
try; and that he has only one desire
when be gets this money, and that is
to spend it to the best advantage of the
colony and its people. The Government
policy has been called a bold policy.
I think the hon. gentleman has grown
so used to this bold policy that, so
long as a beneficent Providence permits
him to continue in office, he wvill ever
an nounce a bold policy,-provided always
that the money' -lending British public
does not button up its breeches pockets.
With regard to that part of the Minister-
ial policy relating to the proposed rail-
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ways to our principal goldfieldis, there can
be no doubt that there is a, consensus of
opinon in favour of these lines, not only
in this House but throughout the coun-
try. The pivot upofl which the progress
and prosperity of the colony now hinges
is admittedly the energetic development
of its goldfields; and the way that these
goldfields are opening out affords every
inducement to the Government to wisely
endeavour to spend all the money they
can, by j adicious borrowing, in develop-
ing them. But, leaving these two rail-
wvays, with regard to the necessity and
importance of which there seem to be
no two opinions, we come to the loan
policy of the Government in the South.
This embraces the construction of a line
of railway to Bridgetown. The last rail-
way built to the south was a " mangel-
wurzel " railway, and I think we may call
this Bridgetown line a " spud " railway.
I have heard it stated, in another place,
with regard to this line, that it will re-
quire the whole of this loan of a million
and a half to clear the laud for it, with-
out building a railway at all. It has
been pointed out in supp~ort of this line
that it is anothier attempt to develop what
some people regard as the one great in-
dustry of the colony, the agricultural
industry. We an1 admit the importance
of the agricutltural industry; but I doubt
whether any careful student of the his-
tory of Australian settlement can question
the statement that the industries which
have helped to make up that history have
stood exactly in the following sequence:
pastoral, mineral, and agricultural. The
early pastoral pioneers, in the pursuit of
that industry, out in the back country,
have discovered some indication of a
mineral deposit. Then followed the min-
ing industry, and in its train agricultural
settlement, to supply the wants of those
engaged in that industry. I think that
sequence of settlement cannot be ques-
tioned. With regard to this projected
railway to Bridgetown, which we are
told is another agricultural railway, I
do think it would be a, most disastrous
thing to commnit the country to this
undertaking at the present time. There
are millions of acres of agricultural
land available for settlement and open
for selection to-day, and hundreds of
thousands of acres are already served by
a railway in one direction and another.

Surely we can afford to wait some time
for the results of railway communication
already established for agricultural pur-
lposes before expending another £100O,000
on this Bridgetowu line. I think it is
indicative of the attitude of the Premier's
mind on this question, when we find him
saying, in that remarkable Bunbury
speech of his, that under no circum-
stances would the Government go be-
yond £100,000 for the line? Whether it
reached Bridgetown, or whether it reached
the tinfields, it was not to cost more than
X100,000. That was the statement made
by the Premier to his own constituents
before the election; and one may well
come to the conclusion that, apar-t from
political expediency, on the eve of an
election, the lion. gentleman entertained
no strong conviction as to the necessity
of the line. If I am wrong I hope lie
will pardon me; but that was the con-
clusion forced upon me. It is said the
line will tap, the tinfields, which reminds
me that last year we had before us an
offer from a syndicate to work these tin-
fields, a syndicate represented by Mr.
Reid. Members will no doubt recollect
how this House was illuminated on that
occasion by the glowing picture drawn by
the Premier if the House accepted the
offer of this syndicate. Since then the
hion. gentleman appears to have taken a
great aversion to syndicates. This strong
antipathy of his to syndicates appears to
have developed, like the measles, all at
once. More especially is the develop-
ment of this antipathy curious when it is
remembered that not so very long ago, as
Treasurer of the colony, he wrote out a
cheque for £60,000, and handed it to a
particular syndicate. The hion. gentlenman
says that the Attorney General has told
him that all our troubles have arisen
through our having anything to do with
syndicates. I hope the syndicate which
the Attorney General himself is so closely
connected with, the Hampton Plains
syndicate, does not come within that
category, holding as it does such en or-
mous interests. With regard to the pro-
posed Collie coalfield line, I believe it
will cost a considerable sum of money
to construct that line if constructed
on the elaborate plans of our present
Works Department. I submit that when
the Premier included this line in the
public works policy which he put before
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the country in his Bunbuiry speech, lie
hiad not a shred of fact to go upon as
to there being a real coalfield at the
Collie. Circumstances have since oc-
curred which justifies a belief that there
is pretty nearly a hundred square miles
of coal country in that district, and I
believe the coal is as good as any coal
obtained in Australia, excepting only for
gas-making purposes, although perhaps
the coal near the surface may not be of
such economical or commercial value as
that obtained in other places. But I
submit that there is no necessity what-
over for spending £70,000 in constructing
a branch railway to this coalfield. A
cheap 2ff. gauge railway will serve every
necessary purpose for a coalfield line,
and this could be done for £20,000. We
must remeimber that, whatever the coim-
mercial value of this coal may be, there
is only a limited demand for coal in this
colony, and it is absurd to talk about
exporting it, considering the low market
value of coal in the Australian colonies,
and the facilities for export provided at
such places as Newcastle. I believe the
total value of the import of coal last year
into this colony was about £15,000. The
p~rice paid by the Government was 19s.
or £21 per ton at Fremntle, and a some-
what higher price at Geraldton; yet we
aind the Government contemplating build-
iug a railway at a cost of £70,000, and
maintaining it, to haul about 10,000 tons
of coal per annum. I had occasion to be
at Bunbury at one of those splendid
banquets tendered to the Premier by a
grateful constituency, and T remember
being particularly thrilled when the mag-
nificent local band struck up that grand
old tune "Our Jack's conic home to-day'"
in honour of the respected guest. Becom-
ing infected with the fervour of the
occasion, I believe I said, in the course
of some after-dinner remarks, that I
hoped yet to see their noble harbour a
forest of masts. Sir, that hope still
finds a place in my breast, and burns
as bright as ever, though I must say
it has b)een somewhat dimmed by the
supine attitude of the Government during
the last twelve months. But I am glad
to see they are brightening up a little.
With regard to the adoption of the 2ft.
gauge for this Collie railway. I believ(
that such a gauge has been suggested to
the Premier; and I think, considering

the smallness and unimportance of the
agricultural interest in that (district at
present, we may be very well satisfied
with aL cheap line of that description. I
think suc-h a Line could be constructed,
including hoppers at the junction to tip
the coal into the wagons, for £20,000.
If the Government bring forward a pro-
posal of that kind I shall be very glad to
support it; I believe such a Line would
answer all we require for many years.
Then we come to what has been called a
re-hash of the Premier's original Home-
steads Act,-a Land Bank. I have read,
and listened with care and attention to
what has been written and said about th is
Land Bank, and have tried to find out
what a Land Bank is. I cannot under-
stand, for the life of me, what should
induce the Government of Western Aus-
tralia, with the late record of banking
disasters staring them in the face, to
start a banking, business on their own
account, to lend money to farmers at
four per cent. If there is an agricul-
tural colony in Australasia it is New
Zealand, and we have- practicall proof of
the failure of such institutions in that
colony. We know, as a positive fact,
that the Bank of New Zealand has,
practically, had to be reconstructed four
or five times, and we lknow that if the
Government of the colony had not re-
cently conie to its rescue with what prac-
tic-ally amounted to a loan of £2,000,000,
that institution would have collapsed.
We also know that that great financial
institution, the New, Zcaland Loan and
Mercantile Agency, came to grief. Loans
and mortgages have wrecked a host of
other institutions which have had deal-
ings in land, in other parts of Australia.
The calamity that has overtaken the
agricultural iudustr-y all over the world
during the last few years has been the
shriukage in values of agricultural pro-
duce and agricultural properties.. The
same remark applies to the pastoral
industry all over Australia; and any
scheme of this kind to bolster up these
industries will be found impracticable, so
long as the value of agricultural produce
remains as at present, and is likely to
remain, in the face of the fierce com-
petition that is going on all over the
world.

THE PREMITER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
What would you do then ?
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MRt. SIMPSON: I would leave it
severely alone. The more you coddle any
industry in this country. the more you
do to kill it. While on this subject of
colonial industries, I should like, if I
may be allowed to do so, as a member of
this Assembly, to distinctly congratulate
the mining industry upon being now
directly represented in this House at this
momentous time of its development. I
think we may congratulate the country
on the gentlemen returned for the first
time to represent our great mining con-
stituencies in Parliament. It has been
suggested by the Premier, in that kindly
spirit which he usually adopts when
matters of this kind are brought to his
attention, that the present mining regula.-
tions be referred to a select committee,
or that members representing mining
constituencies should educate the Gov-
ernment in the alterations necessary to
makec these regulations workable. These
regulations were submitted to a select
committee of this House two years ago,
and what dlid the Government do ? They
left out the good suggestions of the
committee, and adopted the bad ones. I
was glad to hear allusion made to the
proposed introduction of an amended
Mining Bill. It is beyond question that
the Government have failed, up to the
present, to recognise that the charges and
fees now insisted upon in connection with
mining pursuits are extreme and extor-
tionate. If we want to encourage and to
stimulate our agricultural industry, the
more miners we have on the land earning
their own living on their own claims
the greater will be the stimulus given
to agriculture. The larger our mining
population the greater will be the demand
for agricultural produce. There is one
terrific gap in the Governor's Speech, a
gap which I warn the Government, if
they do not intend to fill, they will, as
sure as fate, fall into it themselves and be
obliterated for ever. I am referring to

-the present dual system of education.
The handwriting is on the wall, and
the Government will do wise to heed
it in time. Then we come to the ques-
tion of the administrative policy of the
Government, and the administrative capa-
bilities of Ministers as disclosed in the
conduct of their several departments.
We are all agreed as to the honesty and
integrity of the Premier. No one doubts

the honesty and integrity of the Ministry
as a whole. But it is an undoubted fact
that, as regards certain departments, there
exsts the gravest feeling of dissatisfac-
tion, both in the public mind and in the
Press of the colonyv. I allude to the
Public Works Department and the Lands
and Mines Department. Another depart-
ment which has been brought under my
notice as one the administration of which
is giving rise to great dissatisfaction
amongst those who are working under it
is the Police Department. It is beyond
question that there exists a strong feeling
of dissatisfaction in the police force in
this colony, and I cannot imagine any
greater menace to the welfare of the
community than a feeling of discontent
and dissatisfaction in the minds of the
guardians of the peace. When we find
appointments made to important posi-
tions in the force of men absolutely
inexperienced to the conditions of the
country, absolutely without knowledge of
the habits of life of the settlers, and we
find these men invested with the control
of experienced and capable members of
the force-when such appointments are
made, only one result can follow, and that
is a feeling of rankling dissatisfaction in
the minds of old officers in the force who
have borne the heat and burden of the
day, and who had hoped, by a diligent
attention to duty, to secure the promotion
that was justly their due. The Premier
has more than once made a boast that
his Government have not added to the
taxation of the people of the colon 'y. I
cannot accept that declaration. During
the last session of Parliament I stated
that the Premier, by' the tariff proposals
of the Government, had deliberately
added £30,000 to the taxation of the
country, and that chiefly on the neces-
saries of life. I still say so. A short
time ago we got the financial returns for
the year just ended, and we find there
has been a huge jump in the Customs
revenue, notwithstanding the shrinkage
in values of most of the necessaries of
life consumed in our back-blocks and on
our mining fields, where the conditions
of life are not particularly happy. This
is a, matter I will not enter into now, ats
it will come before us later on. Revert-
ing to that wonderful depaxrment, the
Public Works Department, I do not know
whether it has ever been the destiny of
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a -ny nmembers present to form part of a
deputation to wait upon the hon. gentle-
man at the head of that department? I
remember that when I was a, boy at
school I used to stumble over my trans-
lation of Cmsar, and the mighty perform-
ances of the great Jove; but I neverrealised
the force of thesn.things until, on form-
ing one of a deputation waiting upon the
Minister of Public Works, I was over-
whelmed with a sense of being un the
presence of the great Jove himself. After
listening, with bated breath, to the words
of lofty wisdom which fell hrorn the lips
of the great man, we all retired with a
sense of awe, and felt that we had been
miserable intruders. I never felt so
nervous in my life. This may be a con-
stitutional weakness, but I cannot help
it. I have noticed, with some interest,
the Ministerial career and idiosyncrasies
of this hion. genutleman. I am sorry he is
not present in his place just now; I think
it is his duty to be here during the debate
on the Address-in-Reply, aud I hope it
will not be considered unmannerly if I
speak of him in his absence. I hare
noticed, in connection with his official
career, that he invariably grasps some
one grand and predominant idea,. A few
years ago it was ' grades-" The hou.
gentlenman was strong on grades, and he
would rattle off about one in 30, one in
40, one in 65, and so on, until further
orders. Now he has struck another bed-
rock in railway administration, and that
is that all railways should be worked on
purely commercial principles. I have
tried to find out what that means. Ac-
cording to the Minister's definition it
must mean double rates to Yilgarni and
double rates to Coolgardie, though I don't
know why-looking at the fact that the
Yilgarn line is the cheapest constructed
line in the colony. If we are going to
run our railways on strictly commercial
principles, surely the cost of construction
must constitute an important factor in
calculating the freight rates. I believe
the bull- of the present freight rates are
framed upon the traffic on the Eastern
Railway lines, but seeing that these old
lines cost nearly double as much per mile
to construct as the Yilgarn line, it does
seem strange to anyone not versed in the
eccentric methods of oar railway author-
ities, and their idea of running lines on a
commercial basis, that they should charge

double rates on the line that cost half as
much per mile to construct as upon the
more exlpensive lines ? If double rates are
justified on any of these lines, surely it
ought to be on the lines that cost double
the amount per mile in construction?
But the Department, in its wisdom, thinks
othenwise, and that the less a railway
costs to construct, so long as it runs to a
goldfield, the higher the rates should be.
There can be only one object in that
perver-ted idea of commercial principles,
anud that is to secure an extortionate
profit for the Department. 'Whether
that is a judicious policy or net, or
a wise policy, is a matter for consid-
eration, when the avowed desire of
thu Government is to encourage in every
way the development of our goldfieldls.
But I never heard a more serious state-
ment, a more damning admission made,
with regard to a Ministerial railway policy
than I had the misfortune to hear in the
office of the Oommissioner of Railways in
this colony the other afternoon, when
accompanying a deputation there to pro-
test against these double rates. We were
then told that theo Ministry had built the
railway to Yilgaru as a speculati~ve rail-
way. Are they merely speculating when
they propose to extend the line to Cool-
gardie? Are they speculating when
they propose to build a railway to the
Murchuson golddields ? Are they going
to spend a million of money on more
speculative railways? If they are, it is
a very serious mattoer for this country.
The Minister of Railways let it go forth
to the world that the Forrest Ministry had
built a railway to Southern Cross as a
speculative railway, and we were told
the other day that the bottom would
have fallen out of Southern Cross had it
not been for the discovery of Coolgardie.
Then I come to the Murchison telegraph
line. I remember the time when the
Preieir announced at (Jeraldton that
the Government would build this tele-
graph line; that was two years ago,
but we have no telegraph line to the
Mlurchison goldfields yet, and I do
not think we are likely to have it for
a considerable time. I also had the
Sromise of the Minister of Works that
o would insist on the line being con-

structed from this end, and that it
would be opened in sections, every fifty
miles: another promise that has not
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been kept; and a large mining popu-
lation is to this day left absolutely
out of touch with the world, notwith-
standing the Premier's promise of two
years ago; while, at Coolgardie, they can
have a telegraph line constructed in a few
months. Another example of the way"
the Works Department is carried on :
they recently constructed a, jetty at
(beraldton, after preparing magnificent
plans, calling for tenders, appointing a
staff of engineers, 'draftsmen, supervisors,
and spending a large amount of money;
and what was the net result ? At this
new jetty they found l4ft. of water, as
against l3ft. Gin, at the old jetty I Refer-
ence has already been made to a variation
in the coontract for the Yilgarn Railway,
and it is currently rumoured-with what
amount of truth I will not stop to question
at present-that a new system of con-
tracting is coming into vogue in our
Works Department. You put in a tender
at a. low price-at a. lower price than
those who are not acquainted with the
new system can afford to do-and then
you work the oracle at the office. That
is what has been hinted at in the couarse
of this debate, and we know there is a
growing feeling among contractors that
there is ground for the allegation. This
Yilgarn line was certainly tendered for at
a very low rate, but I am informed, on
trustworthy evidence, that the contractor,
before the line was taken over, was
making £900 or £1,000 a month clear
profit on the traffic on that line. A private
contractor was making this profit by
running trains over rails and sleepers for
which the people of this colony had paid.
That is another illustration of the ad-
ministration of our Works Department.
Exactly the same kind of thing has oc-
curred on the Mullewa line; the same
consideration shown to a contractor, and
the same want of care and intelligence
on the part of the department responsible.
It was stipulated in the contract, under a
penalty, that this line was to he con-
struced by the 19th July, the present
mionth; but it was discovered by the
contractor a little while ago that it could
not be finished in time. There was a
bridge to be constructed over a certain
river, and, although we are always told
that we have in this colony somne of
the finest timber in the world, the con-
traoctor suggested that they should have

steel girders for this bridge from Eng-
land. The department acquiesced. Steel
girders? Certainly. So these girders
were ordered from England, and axe
not here yet, nor won't be till Sep-
teinber, and meanwhile the lucky con-
tractor is running two trains a week
on his own account, and making about
£100 profit out of each of them. I amn
assured of this by a, competent authority
connected with the Railway Department.
Then we come to the question of the
revenue made by this department, which
was set down at £134,000 for last year.
That looks very well on paper; but
personall1y I have no faith in it at all. I
went to the trouble, the other day, of
looking up some of the departmental
vouchers, and I found that they are in
the habit of charging for the carriage of
all Government material and their own
labourers, and a checque is passed fromt
one department to another; and in this
way the railway revenue of the colony is
made to appear what it is. The systemn
they go to work upon is this: you
borrow money from the British public,
and you put it in one pocket; you then
take it out and transfer it to the other
pocket, and boast that you are so much
richer. I do not say that the department
has not a right to takce into account what
it costs the department to carry Govern-
iuent mnateiiland Government labourers,
and the cost of running the Comn-
mnissioner's special carriage to Bunbury
occasionally; but these items should be
shown separately, and not be mnade to
swell uip the fictitious profits of the depart-
mnent, This House and the public should
have an opportunity of realising the
exact amount of cash income received by)
the department from the commercial and
the travelling public. Then we come to
the Lands and Mines Department. When
we find at department attacked by two
members who, if possible, never say any-
thing unk-ind of the Government, and
described as a. department utterly failing
to meet the requirements of the country,
there must be something in it. It cannot
be questioned that this particular depart-
mnent is failing in its duty to the public, so
far as the mining interests are concerned.
I will give the House an illustration.
There was an important survey party
sent by the Government fromn Coolgardie,
mnouths ago, to Esperance Bay. The
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mission was so important that one of our
most efficient surveyors--who, I1 believe,
afterwards left the pulic service because
he was found to do his work too quickly-
accompanied it; and with him was one
of the most accomplished geologists that
ever stepped ashore in Australia, Mr.
Gbiczel. The report of that important
survey has been in the possession of the
Government for months, and I should
like to know why reports of pulblic
interest, which are secured at public
expense, should he simply dropped into
some dusty pigeon-hole in the Minister's
department, instead of being furnished
to the Press of the colony, for the
information of the public at the earliest
moment.

TaE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LAND$5
(Hon. W. E. Marmion) : The report in
question is in the hands of the Govern-
ment Printer.

Ms.. SIMPSON: I have beard that
story about the Government Printer
before, particularly with regard to the
" Votes Wnd Proceedings " of this House,
which only reached members a few days
before the general election. WhienlImade
inquiries as to the delay, I was informed
at the Goverument printing office that
they could not get the reports earlier
from the officers of the various depart-
mnts concerned. I have no hesitation
in reiterating that the Departiment of
Lands and Mines is a department failing
in its duty to meet theo requirements of
the country. I know that opinion is
shared by the Press of the colony, and
endorsed by a great majority of the
public. If I might ventiure to offer a
suggestion to the Premier with reference
to his Cabinet, I would advise him-in
the words of a well-known phrase that
has recently been applied to the House
of Lords- either to " mend it or end it."
It is wise sometimes to jettison part of
your cargo to save the ship; and, if the
adnunistration of the two departments,
I have referred to continues as it is, the
Premier will have himself to blame if hie
does not accept this advice, offered as it
is in the kindest spirit and in the best
interests of the colony.

MR. JAMES: I dlid not intend to rise
to offer any remarks at this stage upon
the policy of the Government as disclosed
in His Excellency's Speech, but, if I must
express an opinion at all, I must say it is

with a feeling of disgust that, after our
present Ministers have been in office for
three years and a half, and after the
magnificent opportunities they have en-
joyed, I fin~d them coming to this House.
on entering upon01 a second term of office,
with a policy so barren. Do they think
that the people of this colony are going
to be satisfied for ever with a policy of
borrowing and of spending? If we are
to take a lesson from the political history
of the sister colonies, and if there is
one lesson which that history has taught
us more emphatically than another, it
is this: that a, Ministry that comes
before the country with a policy only
of borrowing, is a Ministry that is
either weak and desires to continue in
power at any price, or a Ministry which

iseihe politically ignorant or politically
inolnt Surely there are enough matters
of domestic legislation and economic legis-
lation which demand the attention of the
Government, and which the country has
at right to expect to see brought forwardl
by any Government professing to have
the confidence of the country. But the
present Ministry, after their long run of
power, and after the magnificent oppor-
tunities they have had in this direction,
bring- forward as the result of their de-
liberations a policy, the alpha and omega
of which consists of borrowing, borrowing,
borrowing;i and they ask us to give them
a continuance of our confidence because
they have devoted their mighty intellects
to producing this wonderfully original
policy. For myself, E should have-
thought that a Ministry that has had
such uinique advantages-advantages that
will never be enjoyed by any future
Ministry in this coloniy, advantages which
have not been enjoyed by any other
Ministry in any Australian colony-
-would have proved themselves mnore
worthy of the occasion, and more worthy
of the splendid opportunities which have
presented themselves to them. I ehl-
lenge any member who supports them to
point to any one measure that reflects
credit upon their administration. I chat-
lenge any member to point to any
measure of which the Government may
fairly' say " That is a measure of wvhich we
are 'justl y proud." All they have dlone
is to b ring forward this policy of con-
tinuously borrowing money and rapidly
spending it. During the time they have
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been in office more loan money has been
spent in this coiony, in proIportion to.
the population, than was ever spent,
within the same period, in any lpart of Aus-
tralia. That is a fact which cannot be
denied. Yet the Ministry lightheartedly
overlook the fact, and they come forward
again with another proposal to borrow
another million and a half of money,
as if that was a mere bagatelle for
a population of 70,000 people, men,
women, and children. Their railway
policy hais already been scathingly criti-
cised. We are told by themselves that
they built the railway to Southern
Cross "on spec.," and we have been
told that the bottom would have been
out of Southern Cross by this time
but for the discovery of Coolgardie, and
that railway would have been a failure.
They built the Mullewa railway simply
for the wool which a few squatters might
send down by it; and, if the priice of
wool went down, that railway would be
equally a failure. Now they propose
other experimental railways. Where is
it going to end, this everlasting borrow-
ing policy? If we are going to take the
experience, the bitter experience of the
sister colonies, as our guide, we ought to
approach this borrowing policy with the
gravest caution. The policy now before
us was put forward by the Premier at
Bunbury, but he never condescended to
quote one fact or figure, or to use one
argument in support of it, nor have I
ever beard one solid argument yet ad-
duced in its support. Yet we are asked
to endorse it, and to endorse it without
anything to commend it beyond that it is
the policy enunciated by the Ministry who
built a railway to Yilgarn as a specu-
lative undertaking. Sir, for myself, I de-
sire to express in as plain and emphatic a
manner as possible the opinion that a
Ministry which satisfies itself by produc-
ing such a policy as this is not a Ministry
that can meet with my approval. I believe
that while we are carrying on a public
works policy, we should also carry out
other measures which are of more im-
portance than the mere spending of
borrowed money. We do not require
able political leaders, we do not require a,
Ministry of all the talents, to show us
how to spend money. Any individual
member of the community can do that.
We look to our leaders for something

that will excite our admiration, instead
of which we have a barren policy of
borrowing and spending, which mighit
have been brought forward by any indi-
vidual in the community of t he meanest
capacity. I say again that a policy like
this can only be brought forward by a
Ministry characterised by one of two
things-utter ignorance, utter want of
knowledge, or, having the knowledge,
being too indolent to accept the respon-
sibility; and the present Ministry can
accept either of these alternatives.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
We won't accept either of them from you.

MR. R. F. SHOLL: Sir, I should be
sorry that such serious statements as
have been made by previous speakers
against certain departments should go
forth to the wvcrld unchallenged ; and, in
order to enable the Commissioner of
Railways, and the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, to reply to these serious charges
of incomipetency in the working of their
departments, I beg to move the adjourn-
ment of the debate until to-morrow.

Question put and passed.
Debate adjourned accordingly.

ADJOUlRNMENT.

The Rouse adjourned at eight minutes
to 6 o'clock, p.m.


